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We would like to express our great concern and deep anxiety about the deadly radioactive explosion
that has happened at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant in Japan (some 150 miles north of
Tokyo). Both online and television images of the thick white smoke hovering over the exploded
nuclear power plant have come to haunt the world public opinion. The Japanese authorities have
extended the evacuation zone to 20 kms.

The dangerous explosion is said to have blown the roof off the reactor building, brought down walls
and caused a very heavy radiation leak. Even after the plant’s chain reaction was stopped, the fuel
rods continue to produce heat and must be cooled in order to avoid the meltdown of the fuel. The
plant needs a continuous supply of electricity to run the water pumps and the instruments. Since the
emergency diesel generators at the Daiichi plant failed, pressure mounted in the reactor, the normal
cooling function stopped and resulted in the explosion.

The Tokyo Electric Power Co., who operates the exploded power plant has said that the explosion
happened “near” the No. 1 reactor. The Japanese nuclear authorities have claimed that “small
amounts of radioactive material were likely to leak out.” This is the universal attitude and approach
of the nuclear departments of all countries.

We will come to know the full and complete details of this worst nuclear disaster in a few more
weeks or months. As the world is gearing up to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the deadly
nuclear power plant accident at Chernobyl on April 26, 2011, another calamity has stuck the
humanity.

India’s Department of Atomic Energy (DAE) and the Nuclear Power Corporation of India Ltd.
(NPCIL) will try to reassure the people of India that they are far more superior than everybody else
in the world and this kind of accidents would never happen in Indian facilities.

On January 7, 2005, Dr. L. V. Krishnan, the former director, safety research and health physics at
the Indira Gandhi Centre for Atomic Research (IGCAR) at Kalpakkam, claimed in an interview with
rediff.com that the Kalpakkam reactors escaping the wrath of the ‘Big Wave’ was a cause of pride for
India, as these reactors had been built solely by indigenous effort. Although Dr. Krishnan admitted
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that tsunami was not taken into consideration when the Kalpakkam reactors were built, the
Koodankulam nuclear power plant authorities claimed that they had built the tsunami factor into
their project design without giving any proof.

The Indian public have to sit up, think and decide here and now how we want to proceed with the
dangerous nuclear power program the Indian government and the nuclear establishment have been
scheming with very little transparency, accountability and popular participation. Common sense
would instruct us not to tread this path of Three Mile Island, Chernobyl and Fukushima but generate
energy from safe and sustainable sources. We demand the Government of India to reverse its
nuclear adventurisms immediately and chart out a different course to achieve energy security that
also incorporates human security.


