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We need a new party of the left
Monday 25 March 2013, by ACHCAR Gilbert, HUDSON Kate, LOACH Ken (Date first published: 25 March 2013).

Britain needs a party that rejects neoliberal policies and improves the lives of ordinary
people. Help us create one.

The original parliamentary Labour party on the terrace of the House of Commons, London, 13 Feb
1906. Photograph: John Londei/Rex Features
As the age of austerity bites harder and deeper than many anticipated, it is little wonder that Ken
Loach’s new film The Spirit of ’45, charting the great post-war social advances, strikes a powerful
chord. Yet the promise of opportunity, dignity, health and work, fulfilled by Labour’s welfare state
after 1945, is not to be one that we can look to today’s Labour party for. Yet contemporary Britain –
and beyond – is precisely where such policies are needed.

Austerity is wreaking economic catastrophe on Europe, most recently on the people of Cyprus, but
George Osborne is still following the same disastrous policies. Last week’s budget came as no
surprise: Osborne announced yet more spending cuts and extended the public sector’s pay rise cap,
amounting to a real terms pay cut. He’s digging us even further into an economic hole, as the Office
for Budget Responsibility’s revised output forecast shows – from a predicted 1.2% growth down to
0.6% [1]. That sounds like further decline, not the promised growth, and ordinary people are paying
the price. The virulence of the government’s economic attacks knows no bounds: Atos, workfare,
council tax, the bedroom tax – punitive policies against the most vulnerable in society.

Judged by its own stated goals, government policy isn’t working – borrowing will be around £61.5bn
higher than planned. Of course the reality is that austerity policies are actually designed to
dismantle the welfare state, bring down wages and fully marketise the economy, destroying all the
social and economic gains of ordinary people since the second world war. So from the government
point of view the policies are working.

Across society, there is an increasing understanding of the government’s real agenda and as a
result, opposition is mounting and economic alternatives are being discussed. Only last week, the
Guardian published a letter from over 60 economists, warning that the worst was yet to come with
80% of the cuts still ahead of us [2].

Yet while economic alternatives are articulated, where can we turn politically to see these expressed
as party policy? Who is on our side, to fight for an alternative? In the past many expected the Labour
party to stand for us, and with us, but no longer. Workfare? Last week Labour abstained on the vote
and now the government can work over quarter of a million jobseekers [3]. Bedroom tax? Would a
Labour government repeal it?

We need policies that reject Tory cuts, regenerate the economy and improve the lives of ordinary
people. We are not getting this from Labour. There is no doubt that some of Labour’s past
achievements have been remarkable – the welfare state, the NHS; a redistributive economy making
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unprecedented levels of health and education possible. But such achievements are in the past. Now
Labour embraces cuts and privatisation and is dismantling its own great work. Labour has failed us.
Nothing shows the contrast more clearly than The Spirit of ’45.

Labour is not alone in its shift rightwards and its embrace of neoliberal economic policies. Its sister
parties across Europe have taken the same path over the past two decades. Yet elsewhere in Europe,
new parties and coalitions – such as Syriza in Greece or Die Linke in Germany – have begun to fill
the left space, offering an alternative political, social and economic vision. The anomaly which leaves
Britain without a left political alternative – one defending the welfare state, investing for jobs, homes
and education, transforming our economy – has to end. For this reason we are calling on people to
join the discussion on forming a new party of the left – you can find out more about our appeal here.
The working class cannot remain without political representation, without defence, when all its
victories and advances are being destroyed.

Ken Loach, Kate Hudson and Gilbert Achcar

P.S.

* From guardian.co.uk, Monday 25 March 2013 17.30 GMT:
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2013/mar/25/labour-party-left

Footnotes

[1] http://cdn.budgetresponsibility.independent.gov.uk/March-2013-EFO-44734674673453.pdf

[2] http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2013/mar/20/budget-shows-tories-true-colours

[3] http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2013/mar/24/labour-mps-abstain-welfare-bill
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