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China’s aggressive territorial claims, Washington’s “pivot” to Asia, and Japan’s hawkish
bluster add up to a volatile brew in the Asia-Pacific.
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A storm is brewing in the Western Pacific.

As the Asia-Pacific region descends into a period of destabilizing conflict, the Philippines is quickly
becoming a frontline state in the U.S. strategy to contain China—the central thrust of the Obama
administration’s so-called “Pivot to Asia” [
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