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International call: We demand justice for
Marielle Franco – On March 14th, one of
Brazil’s most courageous social leaders was
brutally assassinated
Saturday 24 March 2018, by Collective / Multiple signers (Date first published: 23 March 2018).

WE DEMAND JUSTICE FOR MARIELLE FRANCO

On March 14th, one of Brazil’s most courageous social leaders was brutally assassinated on the
streets of Rio de Janeiro. Marielle Franco, a city councilwoman and human rights defender, was shot
four times in the head by unknown assailants in a passing vehicle shortly after leaving a gathering of
young Black activists. Her driver, Anderson Pedro Gomes, was also killed.

Long before being elected to Rio’s city council in 2016, Marielle was widely known as a tireless and
fearless advocate for the rights of Afro-Brazilians, LGBT persons, women and low income
communities. A gay Black woman born and raised in one of Rio’s poorest neighborhoods, she
campaigned relentlessly against spiraling police violence in the city’s favelas.

Marielle’s activism earned her many powerful enemies. She vehemently challenged the impunity
surrounding extrajudicial killings of Black youth by security forces and, two days before her killing,
had denounced the police’s role in the killing of a young Black man named Matheus Melo. She was a
leading critic of the military intervention in Rio de Janeiro and was the head of a city commission
tasked with monitoring the intervention.

We are deeply concerned and shocked by this commando-style killing of a woman who was a voice
for the voiceless and a symbol of resistance to state-perpetrated violence, militarization and anti-
democratic forces. Given that Marielle’s assassination bears all the hallmarks of a targeted
assassination, we call for the creation of an independent commission comprised of prominent and
respected national and international human rights and legal experts and tasked with carrying out an
independent investigation of the murder of Marielle Franco with the full cooperation of state judicial
and police authorities.

Shortly before her death, Marielle asked “How many others will have to die before this war will
end.” We call for justice for Marielle Franco and the daughter and the partner she leaves behind,
and for an end to the killings and criminalization of activists, government opponents and low income
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people in Brazil.

AVA DUVERNAY Filmmaker

REV. JESSE JACKSON Civil rights activist

ANIELLE SILVA sister of Marielle Franco

CHIMAMANDA NGOZI ADICHIE Author, Nigeria

ARUNDHATI ROY AUTHOR India

ANGELA DAVIS Distinguished Professor Emerita, University of California, Santa Cruz

EDWARD SNOWDEN Whistleblower and President of Freedom of Press Foundation

SHAMI CHAKRABARTI UK Shadow Attorney General

NAOMI CAMPBELL Model and activist

TA-NEHESI COATES Journalist and author of “Black Panther” comic series/graphic novel

NOAM CHOMSKY Professor Emeritus of Linguistics at MIT, political theorist

JANELLE MONAE Singer and Actress

PATRISSE CULLORS Co-Founder of Black Lives Matter, LGBT activist

DAVID MIRANDA first LGBT Rio City Councillor, PSOL

GLENN GREENWALD Journalist

WAGNER MOURA Brazilian Actor and Director

MARCELO FREIXO State Representative, PSOL, Defence of Human Rights & Citizenship Chair

MÔNICA BENÍCIO Architect and companion of Marielle

LUCIANA GENRO Founder of PSOL, former Presidential candidate, Brazil

BERTHA ZÚÑIGA CÁCERES daughter of the late Berta Cáceres, General Coordinator of the Civic
Council of Popular and Indigenous Organizations of Honduras (COPINH)

ANTONIA PELLEGRINO Feminist screenwriter

LINDA SARSOUR National Co-Chair of the Women’s March on Washington, former Executive
Director of the Arab American Association of New York

NAOMI KLEIN Author and journalist

AYO OBE President of Nigeria’s Civil Liberties Organization

BALTASAR GARZÓN International human rights lawyer

THANDIE NEWTON Actress and activist



CELSO AMORIM former Brazilian Foreign Minister

DANNY GLOVER Actor, film director, and activist

SHAUN KING Journalist and civil rights activist

PAMELA ANDERSON Actress

GAEL GARCÍA BERNAL Actor and director

JULIAN ASSANGE Publisher, Wikileaks

ALFONSO CUARON Filmmaker

OPAL TOMETI Co-Founder of Black Lives Matter, Executive Director at Black Alliance for Just
Immigration

OLIVER STONE Filmmaker

VIGGO MORTENSEN Actor

YANIS VAROUFAKIS former Greek Finance Minister

RENATA AVILA Guatemalan human rights lawyer and digital rights advocate
CHERYL CAROLUS South African activist and politician

JEAN-MICHEL JARRE Musician

SLAVOJ ŽIŽEK Philosopher, Birkbeck Institute for Humanities

CHRIS WILLIAMSON MP, No Coup in Brazil and Labour Friends of Progressive Latin America

VERÓNIKA MENDOZA FRISCH President of Movimiento Nuevo Perú (MNP), former
congresswoman and presidential candidate of Peru

BRIAN ENO Musician and producer

KEN LOACH Filmmaker

KATE OSAMOR UK Shadow Secretary of State for International Development

TAMIKA MALLORY National Co-Chair of the Women’s March on Washington

WINNIE WONG Co-Founder of The People for Bernie, National Advisor Women’s March

BILL FLETCHER JR. former president of TransAfrica Forum; racial justice, labor, and international
activist

MEDEA BENJAMIN Co-Founder of CodePink Women for Peace and Global Exchange

JODIE EVANS Co-Founder and Director of CodePink Women for Peace
TEF POE Co-Founder of “Hands Up United”

EDUARDO BARCESAT Founding member American Association of Jurists



VALERIA WASSERMAN CHOMSKY Translator

JOHANN HARI writer

MARIEME JAMME tech activist, Senegal

LINDSEY GERMAN Founding member and convenor of Stop the War Coalition

GIORGIO JACKSON Parliamentarian, Chile

MARK WEISBROT Co-Director, Center for Economic and Policy Research

ALEXANDER MAIN Senior Associate, International Policy, Center for Economic and Policy Research

JOHN FINNIE MSP (Green)

BILL KIDD Member of Scotish Parliament (SNP)

CHRISTINA MCKELVIE Member of Scotish Parliament (SNP)

ALEX ROWLEY Member of Scotish Parliament (Labour)

LORD HUNT DE CHESTERTON (Labour)

MICHAEL MANSFIELD Queen’s Counsel

TARIQ ALI Writer, filmmaker and editor

LINTON KWESI JOHNSON Dub Poet, Jamaica

ANN PETTIFOR Political economist, Director of Prime: Policy Research in Macroeconomics

BARBORA BUKOVSKÁ Article 19: Global Campaign for Free Expression

ARLENE CLEMESHA Historian and TV Commentator

SREĆKO HORVAT Filósofo, Philosopher, Democracy in Europe Movement 2025

VLADIMIR SAFATLE Philosopher (USP)

PAOLA PIETRANDERA Democracy in Europe Movement 2025

AGNIESZKA WIŚNIEWSKA Editor-in-chief of Krytyka Polityczna

LORENZO MARSILI Director of European Alternatives

RAFAEL HEIBER Co-founder and Executive Director of Common Action Forum

CARMEN PEREZ National Co-Chair of the Women’s March on Washington, Executive Director of
The Gathering for Justice

MICHAEL LOWY emeritus research director in social sciences, Paris

NETFA FREEMAN Institute for Policy Studies



JAMES EARLY Board of Institute for Policy Studies

CAETANO VELOSO Singer and Author

PAULA LAVIGNE Producer

HELENA KENNEDY Human Rights lawyer, Chamber of the Lords of the UK

MIGUEL URBAN MEP of Podemos

FRANCISCO LOUÇÃ Portuguese intelectual and former MP of Bloco de Esquerda

LAURA RESTREPO Colombian writer

TANIA PARIONA Peruvian congresswoman

MARIO CANZIO ÁLVAREZ Peruvian congressman

P.S.
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