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Sunday 2 September 2018, by Focus on the Global South (Date first published: 1 July 2018).

The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) is currently being negotiated
between 16 countries in the Asia and Pacific regions. It includes China, members of the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and other key trading nations such as
Australia, New Zealand, South Korea, Japan and India.
Over 50% of the world’s population lives in the countries party to RCEP, which account for over a quarter
of global exports and almost 30% of the world’s GDP.
Like other mega regional trade agreements, such as the Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP), RCEP
negotiations are far-reaching, including trade and investment liberalisation, Intellectual Property Rights,
services, competition policy and e-commerce. RCEP will impact on the lives of billions of people, from the
quality of the food we eat to the energy we consume and the affordability of life-saving medicines.
Yet this report finds that the RCEP negotiations are being conducted almost completely in secret, with
limited to no meaningful public participation. Most elected officials have, at best, limited access to the
negotiating texts, which remain out of reach for civil society. Ad hoc or token stakeholder consultations
are far from sufficient to make the process transparent or participatory. Meanwhile, big business lobby
groups have a semi-official inside role in the RCEP talks, with privileged access and undue influence over
many individual countries’ policy- making processes.
Focus representative statement to the RCEP trade negotiators:
https://focusweb.org/content/rcep-corporate-capture-grand-scale

rcep_a_secret_deal.pdf

Focus on the Global South
Click here to subscribe to our weekly newsletters in English and or French. You will receive one email
every Monday containing links to all articles published in the last 7 days.

P.S.
Focus on the Global South
https://focusweb.org/content/rcep-secret-deal

