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Democracy: Thousands of anti-government
protesters rally in Thailand’s capital

Sunday 19 July 2020, by Associated Press (Date first published: 18 July 2020).

Several thousand anti-government protesters rallied in Thailand’s capital on Saturday to
call for a new constitution, new elections and an end to repressive laws.

Chanting and waving placards, the demonstrators, comprising mainly young Thais, converged on
Bangkok’s iconic Democracy Monument in the old part of the city.

The demonstration, organised by the Liberation Youth group, was the biggest of its kind since the
government announced a state of emergency in March to tackle the coronavirus.

Protests against the government of former army chief Prayut Chan-o-cha had been drawing
increasingly large crowds at the time, but tapered off quickly when several coronavirus clusters
were confirmed and the emergency law was invoked.

Lockdown measures and social distancing have since helped the government contain the spread of
the virus, but it has retained emergency powers, which critics say it wields as a political weapon.

The earlier protests were fuelled by a February court ruling dissolving a popular opposition political
party whose democracy-promoting policies had attracted substantial support among younger Thais.
The supporters of the Future Forward party believed the group was targeted for its popularity and
for being critical of the government and the military.

The political atmosphere heated up again in June, when a prominent self-exiled Thai political activist
was snatched off the street by unknown men in neighbouring Cambodia’s capital, Phnom Penh. He
has not been heard from since. Several other Thai dissidents in Laos, another neighbouring country,
were also mysteriously kidnapped in recent years, with the bodies of three later found floating in the
Mekong River.

Leaders at Saturday’s protest made speeches calling for sweeping change, and a radical rap group
belted out a popular, acerbic political song.

Organisers put the number of protesters at more than 2,000, with more arriving as darkness fell.

Police ringed the monument and set up barriers to try to prevent the protesters from occupying it.
Police loudspeakers played a recording of the text of the emergency law in an apparent warning they
considered the gathering illegal.

Prayut first took power when, as army chief, he led a coup to overthrow the elected government in
2014. He then retained the prime minister’s post in 2019 after an election that was widely
denounced as free but not fair.

Under his deeply conservative leadership, the military and the royalist elite have consolidated their
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power, increasingly angering more progressive elements in Thai society.

Associated Press in Bangkok
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You may have seen ...

.. that we [The Guardian] have taken some tough decisions about our future. The economic crisis
caused by Covid 19 has compelled us to move decisively to ensure that we prioritise our readers in
these challenging times. (...) If there were ever a time to join us and empower our journalists in their
core mission to expose wrongdoing, incompetence, injustice and inequality, it is now, when our
traditional sources of income are under such pressure. More than 200,000 people have supported us
since March, joining others from 180 countries. Will you join them?

Readers have unlimited access because we keep our reporting open to all, regardless of where you
read us, or what you can afford to pay. We believe everyone should be able to read our quality
journalism, now more than ever.

The more support we can get, the bigger the difference we can make. (...) You can support the
Guardian today by picking the option that suits you best. Make a recurring or single contribution,
from as little as €1. Or subscribe to enjoy ad-free reading and access to our two premium Guardian
apps, from €7.49 a month. All reader support, however big or small, is so valuable for our future.
Thank you.
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