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Tuesday 19 June 2007, by Movements (international) (Date first published: 18 June 2007).

In Berlin,
We, the undersigning organizations, have met in Berlin from June the 15th to the 17th for the Pre-
conference of civil society and non-governmental organisations on Sustainable Rural Development
and to participate in the following days in the Rural Forum organized by the European Union.
The trade ministers of the G4, the four main powers at World Trade Organization (European Union,
United States, Brazil and India) will meet next week in Potsdam, Germany, from the 19th to the 23rd

June to try to achieve a breakthrough in the World Trade Organization negociations.
The undersigning organizations denounce the illegitimacy of G4. Indeed the great majority of the
countries member of the WTO are excluded from negotiations which could have dramatic impacts on
their economies and societies. Moreover, we warn that a breakthrough in the current Doha Round
negociations would have catastrophic consequences for poor people, particularly in the rural areas.

Since the WTO summit in Cancun in September 2003, the Doha Round has been blocked by
worldwide growing protest against trade liberalization and because many developping countries
have opposed an agressive agreement pushed by the EU and the US. Yet four countries now try to
impose to the rest of the world an agreement in order to go further into trade liberalization and
market opening.

Such an agreement would have catastrophic impacts on rural development. Free-trade and
privatization are not in the interest of the poor. Increasing competition in agricultural markets
marginalizes the great majority of small scale producers. Transforming agrarian resources into
commodities allows corporations to take over the land, the water, the seeds and the knowledges at
the expenses of rural communities.

We call for mobilisation on Tuesday the 19th of June at 12:00 in Potsdam in front of Schlosshotel
Cecilienhof where the G4 is meeting.

Undersigning organizations:

APAC, Mozambique

Asian Peasant Coalition (APC)

Association pour la Recherche et la Formation en Agro-Ecologie (ARFA), Burkina Faso

Brot Für Die Welt, Germany

Building Eastern Africa Community Network

Christian Aid, United Kingdom

CNONGD, R.D. Congo
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Development Fund, Norway

Eastern Africa Coalition on Economic Social and Cultural Rights

Evangelischer Entwicklungs Dienst (EED), Germany

German Watch, Germany

Food First Information and Action Network (FIAN), Germany

Food First Information and Action Network (FIAN), Ghana

IMSE, India

Mtandgo wa Vikundi vye Walculine, Tanzania

Pesticide Action Network Asia and the Pacific (PANAP)

Réseau des Organisations Paysannes et des Producteurs Agricoles d’Afrique de l’Ouest (ROPPA),
Western Africa

Seminar für Landliche Entwicklung (SLE), Germany

Social Enterprise Development (SEND) Foundation of West Africa

Syndicat de Défense des Intérêts Paysans (SYDIP), R.D. Congo

Via Campesina International

Vredeseilanden (VECO), Belgium
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