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Condemn the Israeli Government’s act of
terrorism against humanitarian aid workers
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Condemn the Israeli Government’s act of terrorism against humanitarian aid workers

Demand International Sanctions on Israel

Demand an immediate end to India-Israel Arms deals

In flagrant violation of all international laws, Israeli commandos attacked a flotilla of aid carrying
ships, firing at and killing over 19 unarmed peace activists, leaving dozens others injured. CPI (ML)
condemns this blatant act of war crime and a crime against humanity in no uncertain terms. The
ships were part of a peaceful humanitarian response by citizens from 50 countries against the
continuation of a three-year old unlawful siege which has resulted in great physical and mental
distress to the 1.5 million people entrapped within Gaza.

The Israeli government and its propaganda machinery have predictably sought to show the attack as
an act of self defence, with the Israeli PM, Binyamin Netanyahu, giving his “full backing” to the
Israeli Defence Forces after the raid, and the Defense Minister Ehud Barak blaming the Flotilla
organizers for inciting the attack. Outdoing the two, Deputy Defence Minister, Danny Alalon said
that the activists aboard the ship were linked to international terrorist organizations and were trying
to smuggle in arms, claiming shamelessly that weapons were found on board. Video footage of the
assault clearly shows that the Israeli commandos dropped from a helicopter onto the Turkish
passenger ship, Mavi Marmara, and began to shoot the moment they landed on the deck at peaceful
civilians without provocation. In short, it was premeditated slaughter in cold blood.

The Israeli actions have prompted an avalanche of protests the world over calling for international
sanctions and isolation of Israel, with several European countries summoning their Israeli
ambassadors for explanation. Closer home, the Ministry of External Affairs has issued an insipid
condemnation while choosing to be conveniently silent on the increasing strategic and military
intimacy between India and Israel. The words of condemnation will remain hollow and ritualistic
until all arms deals with Israel are scrapped.

Since 2008, Israel has gained the status of India’s top defence supplier. While these deals, secured
in utmost secrecy, remain mired in corruption allegations, the moot issue is that through these deals
India actually subsidises Israel’s massive war economy and in fact contributes to the killings of
Palestinians.

CPI(ML) stands in solidarity with the demand for international sanctions against the state of Israel
and demands for an immediate lifting of the blockade in Gaza.

CPI(ML) calls for an urgent scrapping of India’s military and strategic ties with Isreal.

CPI(ML) appeals all to protest against this blatant act of war crime and a crime against humanity.
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