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February 15, 2011 — The Progressive Democratic Forum expresses deep condolences to the masses
of Bahraini people, the families of martyrs and Fadel Ali Mushaima, who was shot at the hands of
security forces, which brutally dealt with young people who marched [on February 14] in peaceful
marches to demand constitutional rights, and better political and living conditions.

Those who were martyred in less than 24 hours have joined the martyrs of our people for democracy
and political rights and for a free and dignified life.

Generations of Bahrainis from various sects and groups have struggled to end the monopoly of
power and wealth, and this is demanded by today’s youth.

The Progressive Democratic Forum deplores the excessive use of force by security forces, demands
respect for the rights of the people to demonstrate to demand their rights. Repression will only
worsen the situation in the country, and will not stop the protesters claiming their goals.

In the opinion of the Progressive Democratic Forum the conditions in our country in this critical
period requires a breakdown of powers, renewed political and social development in the country,
and the two communities, Alkarimtin Sunni and Shia, to form a national body (such as the National
Union in the 1950s), to embrace the people’s rights and demands for constitutional political and
economic reform, preserving and protecting the fabric of people’s national unity.

Eternity to the memory of martyrs and Fadel Ali Mushaima.

Victory for the will of the people.
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February 18, 2011

On February 14, dubbed the “Day of Rage,” Bahraini activists organised a mass rally in Manama to
call for political reform in Bahrain, where the Khalifa Dynasty has ruled for nearly 200 years.
Bahraini authorities responded brutally to the protest, killing as many as nine people and injuring
many others. On February 18, soldiers near the Pearl roundabout in Manama fired upon pro-
democracy protesters, with at least 66 people injured, several with gunshot wounds to the head and
chest. Opposition political leaders have rejected the royal family’s call for a “national dialogue”. Also
on February 18, reported Al Jazeera, thousands observed funerals for the four people killed in a pre-
dawn raid on a protest campment at the Pearl roundabout a day earlier. Riot police had used clubs,
tear gas and bird shot to break up the crowd. They tore down their tents, and blockaded the
roundabout with police vehicles and barbed wire. More than 200 were wounded in that raid. At the
funerals, many chanted slogans against Bahrain’s ruling Al Khalifa family.
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