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Europe is plunging deeper and deeper into crisis. Its governments are continuing with their failed
austerity policies in spite of the ever-increasing struggles of the peoples of Europe in defence of the
social and economic gains that they have made over many decades. The economic crisis has
increasingly become a social and political crisis as people face poverty, hunger and even death, as a
result of the catastrophic and government-imposed failure of health systems and social services. The
far right is attempting to profit politically from the suffering inflicted on working people and
vulnerable groups are being targeted together with those most militant in their opposition to the re-
emergence of fascism.

Across Europe we are seeing escalating opposition and resistance to austerity: in Greece, in Spain
and in Portugal, we have seen huge mobilisations, and in some areas an increase in the unity on the
left so desperately needed. Yesterday in London, we saw a vast demonstration, led by the trade
unions, and drawing together people from all walks of life in opposition to the savage and
unnecessary cuts to public spending. There can be no mistaking that this class war against working
people must be opposed even more strenuously.

At this conference today we commit ourselves to continuing to develop and consolidate the ongoing
cooperation between organisations fighting austerity across Europe, to stand in solidarity with those
on the front line of the struggle – most notably in Greece, and to work together to strengthen the
economic, social and political alternatives to neo-liberal capitalism and the austerity policies it has
adopted.

We will work together in the months ahead, cooperating for the ETUC Day of Action on 14
November, moving towards the Alter Summit in 2013, and increasing our work for left and
movement unity, for common action, mutual solidarity, communication and coordination.

London, 21 October 2012
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