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Burmese Neo-Nazi Movement Rising Against
Muslims
A troubling new movement spells disaster if left unchecked

Saturday 23 March 2013, by TUSCANGATE Kosak (Date first published: 22 March 2013).

When Dr. Maung Zarni, an outspoken activist academic, labeled the ongoing anti-Rohingya and anti-
Muslim movement in Burma as neo-Nazi, some Burmese said Zarni was exaggerating. Western
commentators have also avoided the term.

But Zarni has been proven right by emerging photos of an anti-Muslim riot in Meiktila in central
Myanmar that broke out on March 20. The riot, which grew from a quarrel between Muslim gold
shop owners and Buddhist customers, has taken more than 30 lives, and more than 10 mosques,
Islamic schools and houses have been destroyed. Thousands of local residents, both Buddhist and
Muslim, have fled the town, leaving Meiktila with ashes, burnt buildings, flames and dead bodies.

On the evening of March 21, the Yangon-based Eleven News published photos of a long queue of
Muslims being forced to leave the town. What is significant in the photos is that the refugees,
including women, children and elders, were ordered to keep their hands up as they were escorted
out of the town by security guards. Nearby were local Buddhists and monks holding weapons and
watching as many hundreds of Muslims left. These photos resemble the depressing images of
thousands of Jewish refugees being escorted by German soldiers to Nazi concentration camps during
the World War II.

It is not only the photos that make the anti-Muslim movement in Burma a neo-Nazi spectacle. The
campaigners’ actions and ideologies - especially ethno-religious ideology if not gender and class -
resemble what characterized Nazi Germany under Hitler.

First, there is a series of consistent and observable actions. The most crucial element is the new ’969
campaign’ invented early this year. In a country where numerology has a powerful appeal, it is a
mass-based Buddhist movement led by extremist monks including a firebrand named Wirathu. The
number, 969, was derived from Buddhist tradition in which the Three Jewels or Tiratana is
composed of 24 attributes (9 Buddha, 6 Dhamma, 9 Sangha).

However it is said by the movement to follow the model of the Muslim ’786’, which is only used in
South Asian Muslim tradition, a representation of a Quranic phrase “In the name of Allah, the Most
Gracious, the Ever Merciful”

The Burmese have long misinterpreted 786 as a Muslim conspiracy to take over the world in the 21st

century, as they see 786 to represent 21 (7+8+6=21). In opposition to 786, the movement invented
969 as a symbol of a religious movement. Stickers are the flags of the movement and can be seen in
many cities and towns across the country, as this is a public campaign. In the past few weeks, more
taxis and motorbikes have been seen with the stickers.

To the campaigners, 969 is about protecting race and religion by peaceful means. In practice, it is
explicitly an anti-Muslim campaign, not about preaching people the Buddha-nature of all beings, as
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taught and practiced by Lord Buddha himself. In many townships across Myanmar, including capital
regions, there are local 969 committees that organize events and religious summons and distribute
anti-Muslim materials such as CDs, books and leaflets.

The 969 campaign targets economic aspects by alleging that Muslims are dominating the Burmese
economy, and that therefore Buddhists must not trade with Muslims. Instead, the campaigners
recommend that Buddhists buy and sell at Buddhist shops that display 969 signs and stickers. In
Karen state, Buddhists are even forced to trade only with Buddhists. There are local reports about
Buddhists being beaten by members of 969 civilians and monks for trading with Muslims.

As of now, 969 covers a range of shops and stores from medium-size restaurants and teashops to
food stalls and street venders.

The mushrooming summons of Buddhist monks across the country these days are much about 969.
Audio and video CDs of the summons as well as anti-Muslim stickers and notes are being sold at
grocery stores, phone shops, tea shops and so on. Information about where the stickers and 969
materials can be bought are available online as well. The CDs are played in the streets and even at
grocery stores in Yangon. In short, 969 messages are spreading everywhere as the monks and
campaigners travel across the country.

Muslims in Myanmar are portrayed as dangerous foreigners who came to the country only to
dominate its every aspect. They are accused of dominating the economy, destroying the cultural
fabric of society by spreading Islam in every way possible, luring women into Islam, and then
monopolizing political power. The prime anxiety is that the Burmese race/nation will become extinct
if liars, aliens, ruthless people, and those who bite the hands of their own masters (referring to
Muslims as dogs) are not expelled.

Self-victimization seems to be a key. The consistent theme is that it is Muslims who are doing all the
harm to communities and the country. Even supposedly one the most recognized peace advocate
monks, Ashin Nyanissara, told the Democratic Voice of Burma on March 21, the second day of the
riot, that Muslims as guests should respect and be polite to their hosts as if the ongoing religious
tension was the Muslims’ fault.

There are other important elements. Different volumes of anti-Muslim books written by Buddhist
monks are all similarly titled: “Fearful of losing race/nation”. These books, being circulated for the
past few years, are the guidebooks of the campaign, featuring stories of dangerous and hateful
Muslims unfairly marrying Buddhist women or marrying without consent, attempting to replace
Buddhism with Islam, and undertaking universal missions to dominate the world economically,
politically and culturally. Muslims allegedly will take over the Buddhist nation unless effective
actions are taken to neutralize them and destroy every Muslim establishment. Citizenship is
supposed to be defined in term of bloodline, as Immigration minister Khin Yi said recently.

But a neo-Nazi movement doesn’t work without popular support. That hundreds of people listen to
the 969 summons attests to its rise. This is not just public acceptance, but follow up to actions such
as destroying Muslim shops in Mon state early this month after a 969 summons.

On social media websites, particularly Facebook, various groups relate to the 969 movement such as
private groups with group names spelled in Burmese. Members range from 90 to a few hundred.
There are public pages such as the Myanmar National Movement Committee, which has recorded
15,499 likes. Popular support is also reflected in the comments of the Burmese Facebook users. The
following English translation of comments made to the Facebook pages of two local Muslim news
websites reveals the seriousness:



“Happy, hey happy. Let’s drive out dog-kind, dog-sons, prostitutes.”

“Good news, all Muslims must die!”

“It’s too few that only 20 people died. They all have to die. Also, all mosques in Myanmar must be
destroyed.”

In short, the neo-Nazi movement that Dr. Maung Zarni has been crying out against is on the rise.
Those behind the movement are freely traveling the country, mobilizing supporters and distributing
hate messages at an alarming level.

Without addressing this movement, perpetual violence and communal tension in such an ethnically
diverse country is the future. That a personal quarrel at a shop ended up as large-scale violence in
Meiktila is a troubling alert.
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