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Protection of investors: Canadian academics’
open letter on the CETA and Wallonia
Wednesday 19 October 2016, by Canadian academics (Date first published: 17 October 2016).

This open letter [1] was sent today by Canadian academics, including myself, to the Parliament of
Wallonia and Belgian voters.

We wrote the letter on Sunday, October 16, after seeing weekend reports of the pressure tactics
employed by Canadian politicians and business representatives to influence Wallonia’s decision-
making on the CETA.

The academics who signed the letter have extensive collective expertise in investor-state arbitration
and its impacts on democracy and regulation in Canada.

We wish to express our support for the Parliament of Wallonia and have sent our letter to Paul
Magnette, Minister-President of Wallonia.

In a related development, a parliamentary committee of the Council of Europe has also recently
called for postponement of the signing of the CETA due to its implications for national parliaments
(see below).

Statement issued by the Committee on Social Affairs, Health and Sustainable Development
on 13 October 2016

Parliamentary committee of the Council of Europe

The Committee on Social Affairs, Health and Sustainable Development of the Parliamentary
Assembly, meeting in Strasbourg on 13 October 2016, expressed its concern over the planned
signing of the Provisional Agreement on the EU-Canada Free Trade Agreement (the Comprehensive
Economic Trade Agreement CETA) at the EU Council of Ministers meeting on 18 October 2016.

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe has provisionally scheduled a debate on the
“Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) and its implications for social rights, public
health and sustainable development” (Rapporteur: Mr Geraint Davies, United Kingdom, SOC), as
well as on “Human rights compatibility of investor–State arbitration in international investment
protection agreements” (Rapporteur: Mr Pieter Omtzigt, Netherlands, EPP/CD) for its January 2017
part-session (23-27 January 2017).

At a hearing held on 13 October 2016, the Committee was informed by experts that the Provisional
Agreement on CETA would bring into force (with immediate effect) new powers for transnational
investor companies to sue EU member states for laws they pass which affect investor profits,
including those designed to protect public health, the environment and workers’ rights.

https://www.europe-solidaire.org/spip.php?auteur15555


The Committee considers that such provisions would unacceptably restrict the powers of national
parliaments to adopt legislation on matters within their remit, and thus calls for the postponement of
the signing of the Provisional Agreement.

P.S.

*
https://gusvanharten.wordpress.com/2016/10/17/canadian-academics-open-letter-on-the-ceta-and-wa
llonia/

Footnotes

[1] version francaise: ESSF (article39261 ), Le CETA et la protection des investisseurs : Lettre
ouverte d’universitaires canadiens au Parlement de la région wallonne et aux Belges.
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