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China: Stop persecution, immediate freedom
for Liu Xia

Sunday 23 July 2017, by AAF (Hongkong), HKWWA, Petition / Sign-on Letter (Date first published: 22 July 2017).

Stop persecution, immediate freedom for Liu Xia

Liu Xiaobo, Nobel Peace Prize Winner and a prisoner of conscience, has passed away on 13 July
2017 at age 61. Liu Xiaobo was arrested in 2008 and charged for “inciting subversion of state
power”, and at the same time, his wife, Liu Xia, was under house arrest for more than 6 years just
because she attempted saving her husband from wrong imprisonment. We urge the Chinese
authority to end the illegal house arrest and surveillance of Liu Xia, stop the harassments and allow
her to travel freely.

Liu Xiaobo’s pro-democracy manifesto, Charter 08, has put him in prison. In 2010, Liu Xiaobo
received the Nobel Peace Prize because of his call for peaceful political reform. However, the
Chinese authority not only did not release Liu Xiaobo, but further put Liu Xia under illegal house
arrest and surveillance. According to article 9 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, everyone has the right to liberty and security of person, and shall not be subjected to
arbitrary arrest or detention not in accordance with such procedure as are established by law.
However, Liu Xia has been detained without charge or trial, stripped of communication with the
outside world and personal freedom.

Without any forms of social support under house arrest, Liu Xia has experienced tremendous
psychological and emotional distresses throughout these years. Such psychological torture by the
Chinese authority has been causing serious damage to the health of Liu Xia. We seriously condemn
the Chinese authority for exerting all forms of violence and human rights violations towards Liu Xia.

We request the Chinese authority to end Liu Xia’s illegal house arrest and surveillance, stop all
forms of harassment towards Liu Xia and her family, and allow her to make contacts and travel
freely.

We call on the international society to keep concerning about the physical and psychological health
of Liu Xia, protect her civil and political rights, and advance the human rights situation in China.
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