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 Indonesia police ordered to shoot drug dealers to tackle ’narcotics emergency’

President Joko Widodo’s comments echo those of Philippines leader Rodrigo Duterte,
whose drug war has killed thousands.

Indonesia’s president, Joko Widodo, has told law enforcement officers to shoot drug traffickers to
deal with what he called a “narcotics emergency” facing the country.

“Be firm, especially to foreign drug dealers who enter the country and resist arrest. Shoot them
because we indeed are in a narcotics emergency position now,” Widodo said in a speech delivered at
a political event late on Friday.

His remarks have drawn comparisons to those of Philippines president Rodrigo Duterte, who
launched a brutal anti-drug crackdown about a year ago that saw thousands of alleged drug dealers
and drug users killed.

The bloody campaign in the Phillipines has drawn condemnation from the international community,
including the United Nations.

Indonesia also has tough laws on drugs. Widodo has previously been criticised for ordering the
execution of convicted drug traffickers who were given a death penalty by the court. Rights activists
and some governments have called on Indonesia to abolish the death penalty.

Friday’s order from Widodo came a week after Indonesian police shot dead a Taiwanese man in a
town near the capital, Jakarta. The man, who was part of a group trying to smuggle a tonne of
crystal methamphetamine into the country, was killed for resisting arrest, police have said.

After the incident, Indonesian national police chief Tito Karnavian was quoted by media as saying he
had ordered officers not to hesitate shooting drug dealers who resist arrest.

Reuters

* The Guardian. Sunday 23 July 2017 01.21 BST:
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/jul/23/indonesia-police-ordered-to-shoot-drug-dealers-to-ta
ckle-narcotics-emergency
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Since you’re here …
… we [The Guardian] have a small favour to ask. More people are reading the Guardian than ever
but advertising revenues across the media are falling fast. And unlike many news organisations, we
haven’t put up a paywall – we want to keep our journalism as open as we can. So you can see why
we need to ask for your help. The Guardian’s independent, investigative journalism takes a lot of
time, money and hard work to produce. But we do it because we believe our perspective matters –
because it might well be your perspective, too.

“I appreciate there not being a paywall: it is more democratic for the media to be available for all
and not a commodity to be purchased by a few. I’m happy to make a contribution so others with less
means still have access to information.”
Thomasine F-R.

If everyone who reads our reporting, who likes it, helps to support it, our future would be much
more secure.

 Joko Widodo: Police should shoot suspected drug dealers

Joko Widodo supports increasing use of force against suspected drug traffickers as country
faces ’narcotics emergency’.

Joko “Jokowi” Widodo, Indonesia’s president, has instructed police to shoot suspected drug dealers
to combat what he considers a narcotics emergency facing the country.

His remarks have drawn comparison to that of Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte, who launched a
controversial anti-drug crackdown about a year ago that saw many alleged drug dealers killed in an
operation widely condemned by the international community.

“Be firm, especially to foreign drug dealers who enter the country and resist arrest. Shoot them
because we indeed are in a narcotics emergency position now,” Widodo said in a speech at an event
held by one of Indonesia’s political parties on Friday.

Indonesia has tough laws against drugs. Widodo has previously been criticised for ordering
executions against convicted drug traffickers who were given a death penalty by the court.

Widodo’s shooting order came a week after Indonesian police shot dead a Taiwanese man in a town
near the capital Jakarta.

The man, who was part of a group trying to smuggle one tonne of crystal methamphetamine into the
country, was killed for resisting arrest, police have said.

’Assault on the rule of law’

New York-based Human Rights Watch on Saturday criticised Indonesia’s police chief after he said
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that shooting suspected drug dealers had proven to be an effective deterrent.

“From experience on the ground, to be honest, when we shoot drug traffickers, they go away,”
national police chief General Tito Karnavian was quoted as saying by local news websites.

Karnavian also cited Duterte’s so-called war on drugs in the Philippines as a successful example.

The rights group said Karnavian “should denounce the Philippines’ ’war on drugs’ for what it truly
is: a brutal, unlawful assault on the rule of law, human rights, and basic decency”.

Widodo “should send a clear and public message to the police that efforts to address the complex
problems of drugs and criminality require the security forces to respect everyone’s basic rights, not
demolish them”, it said.

Since Joko took office in 2014, Indonesia has executed 18 people for drug trafficking, defying
international calls for mercy.

Rights activists and some governments have called on Indonesia to abolish the death penalty.

Source: News agencies
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http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/07/joko-widodo-police-shoot-suspected-drug-dealers-17072210
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