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US / Japan: Abe and Trump call for ‘'maximum
pressure’ on N Korea

Sunday 12 November 2017, by Al Jazeera, McCURRY Justin (Date first published: 12 November 2017).

The leaders of Japan and the United States have said the time for dialogue with North
Korea is over, just as South Korea slapped a new raft of unilateral sanctions against
Pyongyang.

Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe on Monday met with US President Donald Trump, who is in
Tokyo as part of a 12-day tour of five Asian countries.

His trip, focused both on trade and North Korea’s nuclear missile programme, comes at a time of
heightened tensions on the Korean Peninsula.

Speaking at a joint news conference dominated by North Korea, Abe said Japan and the US are in
complete agreement about what measures should be taken against Pyongyang.

“There is no point in dialogue for the sake of dialogue with North Korea - now is the time not for
dialogue, but for applying maximum level of pressure on North Korea,” Abe told reporters.

“We completely agreed that in order to make North Korea change their policy, Japan and the US
must take leadership in closely collaborating with the international community so that we can
enhance the pressure to the maximum level over North Korea through all possible means.”

For his part, Trump, who has repeatedly made highly-combative remarks against North Korea in
recent months, including calling leader Kim Jong-un “little rocket man” and “madman”, reiterated
his stance that “the era of strategic patience [with North Korea] is over” and called it “a threat to
the civilised world”.

“Some people said that my rhetoric is very strong, but look what’s happened with very weak rhetoric
over the last 25 years - look where we are right now,” Trump told the same press conference.

Al Jazeera’s Scott Heidler, reporting from Tokyo, said “there was a full consensus” between Trump
and Abe about how to deal with North Korea.

“Both leaders talked about the need for more pressure to be applied to North Korea ... and that they
need the assistance of Russia and China,” he said.

’Ground invasion’

On Sunday, two days before Trump'’s visit to South Korea, Pyongyang warned the US president
against making “foolish remarks”.

“If the US misjudges the DPRK’s [North Korea] toughest will and dares to act recklessly, the latter
will be compelled to deal a resolute and merciless punishment upon the former with the mobilisation
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of all forces,” ruling party newspaper Rodong Sinmun said in a commentary published by the KCNA
state news agency.

The latest war of words came after the emergence of a letter in which a top US defence official said
that the only way to secure North Korea’s nuclear weapons sites would be via ground invasion.

“The only way to 'locate and destroy - with complete certainty - all components of North Korea’s
nuclear weapons programs’ is through a ground invasion,” Rear Admiral Michael Dumont said in a
letter responding to a request by two Congress members inquiring about casualty assessments in
any conflict with Pyongyang.

Ted Lieu, a Congress member whom the letter was addressed to, posted a copy of it on his website.

Separately on Monday, South Korea said it had added 18 North Korean individuals to a blacklist
banning its people and entities from transacting with them.

The people on the list include heads and ranking officials of five North Korean banks stationed in
countries such as China, Russia and Libya, according to a statement on the South Korean
government’s official gazette.

The move, seen as symbolic due to the absence of economic relations between the two countries,
comes after a new round of sanctions announced by the UN Security Council in the wake of the
North’s latest nuclear test in September.
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US-Japan arms deals will help counter North Korea threat, says Trump

Japanese purchase of military equipment from US provides ‘jobs for us and safety for
Japan’, US president says in Tokyo.

Donald Trump has said large Japanese orders for US-made military equipment will help it counter
the threat from North Korean ballistic missiles, as he called the regime a “threat to the civilised
world” on the second day of his tour of Asia.

North Korea has test-launched two missiles over the Japanese island of Hokkaido in recent months
and threatened to “sink” Japan into the sea. Trump, at a press conference in Tokyo with Japan’s
prime minister, Shinzo Abe, said Japan should have shot down the missiles, and that buying missile
defences would boost both the US economy and Japanese security.

“[Abe] will shoot missiles out of the sky when he completes the purchase of lots of equipment from
the United States,” Trump said. “One very important thing is that Prime Minister Abe is going to be
purchasing massive amounts of military equipment, as he should.
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“We make the best by far ... it’s a lot of jobs for us, and a lot of safety for Japan.”

Trump said the US would consider all options, including military force, to counter North Korea’s
nuclear and ballistic missile programmes, and defended his occasionally provocative choice of words
to describe its leader, Kim Jong-un.

Trump has referred to Kim as “little rocket man” and threatened to “totally destroy” his country if
the US and its allies are forced to defend themselves.

“Some people say my rhetoric is very strong, but look what has happened with very weak rhetoric in
the last 25 years,” Trump said, declaring that the era of strategic patience favoured by previous US
administrations was over.

Abe, who has been unwavering in his support of Trump’s line on the nuclear crisis, noted that
previous efforts to strike deals with the regime in Pyongyang had failed.

“Each time, North Korea broke its promises and bought itself time to continue developing nuclear
weapons,” he said. “There should be no talks for talks’ sake. Now is the time for Japan and the US to
exert maximum pressure on North Korea, using all possible means.”

Abe said he welcomed the stronger pressure being applied by China after sanctions were agreed by
the UN security council, adding: “It is incumbent on China to play a greater role in getting North
Korea to end its development of nuclear weapons.

“Japan supports President Trump when he says that all options are on the table. I reaffirmed [to
Trump] that the US and Japan are 100% together.”

The former US Secretary of State, John Kerry, on Monday warned that Trump’s personalisation of
the dispute with Kim had only served to harden positions and make a settlement harder to reach.

Speaking at Chatham House in London, Kerry, the top diplomat in the second term of the Obama
administration, said Trump had given North Korea a good reason to keep nuclear weapons by
threatening in an address to the United Nations in September to “totally destroy” the country.

“We would be greatly helped by not having a personal Twitter war that could make it far more
dangerous,” Kerry said.

Insisting diplomacy is not exhausted, he urged Trump to persuade China when he arrives in Beijing
later this week that it has many options for putting pressure on North Korea to come to the
negotiating table and agree a freeze in military activity on both sides.

“100% of the fuel that drives every car, every truck, every aeroplane comes from China and 100% of
the banking, such as it is, that North Korea is able to effect, comes from Beijing,” he said.

“Beijing has every possibility in the world to put greater pressure on North Korea. Some people say
they are worried about the implosion of the regime, and the stability of the peninsula. We are not
close to the point of implosion. China has many tools available in its tool box to put on pressure.”

After months of ruling out engagement, Trump suggested on Sunday he would be open to talks with
Kim. “I would sit down with anybody. I don’t think it’s strength or weakness, I think sitting down
with people is not a bad thing,” he said in a television interview. “So I would certainly be open to
doing that but we’ll see where it goes, I think we’re far too early.”



North Korea responded with another personal attack on Trump, whom Kim in September labelled a
“rogue” and a “dotard”. The Rodong Sinmun, the newspaper of the ruling Workers’ party, called the
US president the “lunatic old man of the White House” and said there was no telling when he would
trigger a nuclear war.

Trump and Abe earlier on Monday met relatives of Japanese citizens abducted by North Korean
spies during the 1970s and 80s.

“We’ve just heard the very sad stories about family members, daughters, wives, brothers, uncles,
fathers - it’s a very, very sad number of stories that we’ve heard,” Trump said.

The relatives included Sakie Yokota, the mother of Megumi Yokota, who was 13 when she was
snatched and taken to North Korea in 1977.

“No child should ever be subjected to such cruelty, and no parent should ever have to endure 40
years of heartbreak,” Trump said.

Five of 17 people officially listed as abductees by the Japanese government were allowed to return in
2002 after a summit in Pyongyang between the then Japanese prime minister, Junichiro Koizumi,
and the North Korean leader, Kim Jong-il. North Korea claimed at the time that eight of the
remaining abductees had died and four had never entered the country.

“It would be a tremendous symbol if Kim Jong-un sent [the rest of them] back,” Trump said. “That
could be the start of something special if he did that. The families think they’re alive but they don’t
know ... it probably makes it tougher that way.”

Abe, who has been involved in the abduction issue for much of his political career, said he would not
rest until the waiting families “can hold their sons, daughters and relatives in their arms”.

Justin McCurry in Tokyo and Patrick Wintour
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