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In September of last year, we noted that Facebook representatives were meeting with the Israeli
government to determine which Facebook accounts of Palestinians should be deleted on the ground
that they constituted “incitement.” [1] The meetings — called for and presided over by one of the
most extremist [2] and authoritarian [3] Israeli officials, pro-settlement Justice Minister Ayelet
Shaked — came after Israel threatened Facebook that its failure to voluntarily comply with Israeli
deletion orders would result in the enactment of laws requiring Facebook to do so, upon pain of
being severely fined or even blocked in the country.

The predictable results of those meetings are now clear and well-documented. Ever since, Facebook
has been on a censorship rampage against Palestinian activists who protest the decades-long, illegal
Israeli occupation, all directed and determined by Israeli officials. Indeed, Israeli officials have been
publicly boasting about how obedient Facebook is when it comes to Israeli censorship orders [4]:

“Shortly after news broke earlier this month of the agreement between the Israeli government and
Facebook, Israeli Justice Minister Ayelet Shaked said Tel Aviv had submitted 158 requests to the
social media giant over the previous four months asking it to remove content it deemed
“incitement.” She said Facebook had granted 95 percent of the requests.”

She’s right. The submission to Israeli dictates is hard to overstate: As the New York Times put it in
December of last year [5], “Israeli security agencies monitor Facebook and send the company posts
they consider incitement. Facebook has responded by removing most of them.”

What makes this censorship particularly consequential is that “96 percent of Palestinians said their
primary use of Facebook was for following news.” That means that Israeli officials have virtually
unfettered control over a key communications forum of Palestinians.

In the weeks following those Facebook-Israel meetings, reported The Independent [6], “the activist
collective Palestinian Information Center reported that at least 10 of their administrators’ accounts
for their Arabic and English Facebook pages — followed by more than 2 million people — have been
suspended, seven of them permanently, which they say is a result of new measures put in place in
the wake of Facebook’s meeting with Israel.” Last March, Facebook briefly shut down the Facebook
page of the political party, Fatah, followed by millions, “because of an old photo posted of former
leader Yasser Arafat holding a rifle.”

A 2016 report from the Palestinian Center for Development and Media Freedoms detailed how
extensive the Facebook censorship was [7]:

“Pages and personal accounts that were filtered and blocked: Palestinian Dialogue Network
(PALDF.net) Gaza now, Jerusalem News Network, Shihab agency, Radio Bethlehem 2000, Orient
Radio Network, page Mesh Heck, Ramallah news, journalist Huzaifa Jamous from Abu Dis, activist
Qassam Bedier, activist Mohammed Ghannam, journalist Kamel Jbeil, administrative accounts for Al
Quds Page, administrative accounts Shihab agency, activist Abdel-Qader al-Titi, youth activist


https://www.europe-solidaire.org/spip.php?auteur8089

Hussein Shajaeih, Ramah Mubarak (account is activated), Ahmed Abdel Aal (account is activated),
Mohammad Za’anin (still deleted), Amer Abu Arafa (still deleted), Abdulrahman al-Kahlout (still
deleted).”

Needless to say, Israelis have virtually free rein to post whatever they want about Palestinians. Calls
by Israelis for the killing of Palestinians are commonplace on Facebook [8], and largely remain

undisturbed.

Glenn Greenwald,

P.S.

* Thelntercept.com. December 30 2017, 3:15 p.m.:
https://theintercept.com/2017/12/30/facebook-says-it-is-deleting-accounts-at-the-direction-of-the-u-s-
and-israeli-governments/
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