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Abstract

The paper evaluates progress made in the past three years regarding the implementation of the
various resolutions adopted at the NUMSA (National Union of Metalworkers of South Africa) Special
National Congress in December 2013, when the union withdrew its support from the ruling party,
the African National Congress. Widely known as the »NUMSA moment, it signalled a commitment
to develop a new independent working class politics to be pursued in the sphere of production as
well as in broader society. NUMSA has been transformed from an industrial-specific to modern
general union, and, despite difficult economic conditions, particularly in manufacturing, has steadily
increased its membership. Moreover, it has aimed to contest the public discourse from a class
perspective and assert a presence in society. Results have been mixed: while the union has made
impressive achievements in terms of membership and in overcoming media isolation as well as in
asserting its position in the public discourse, further work is needed in specific areas. In particular,
internal unity needs to be built and officials have to overcome divisive forms of factionalism.
Secondly, NUMSA has been less successful on the societal power front, especially in relation to the
establishment of sustained relations with working-class community organizations.
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