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September 9 & 10: Hundreds of thousands
expected to join global climate marches this
weekend
Saturday 8 September 2018, by TAYLOR Matthew (Date first published: 7 September 2018).

Protests against politicians’ failure to tackle the environmental crisis will take place in
more than 90 countries.

Hundreds of thousand of people in more than 90 countries are expected to take part in
demonstrations this weekend to protest about the failure of politicians to tackle the global
environmental crisis.

Organisers say more than 800 events – from marches to street theatre, acts of civil disobedience to
mini festivals – will take place in towns and cities amid growing frustration at the lack of meaningful
political action over the emerging climate breakdown.

Nick Bryer from campaign group 350.org which is organising the event said: “Politicians are failing.
They are still protecting the interests of the fossil fuel companies over the interests of people,
despite mounting evidence of the devastation these companies and this system is causing the
planet.”

He said the day of global demonstrations was about people around the world “rising up and
demanding a different cause of action, a different future which puts people and a sustainable future
before the interests of these huge corporations”.

In the UK there are events organised in cities from London to Wigan, Bradford to Durham.

Jane Thewlis, from Fossil Free West Yorkshire, is organising an event in Bradford.

“We have a brilliant jazz band the Peace Artistes which are well known round here and the focus is
divestment and a celebration of what has already been achieved from New York to Ireland.”

Thewlis said the group were campaigning to persuade the five West Yorkshire councils to divest
their pension funds from fossil fuels and hoped the event would galvanise support – especially
among young people.

“There will be several young people speaking, many of them associated with a group called Hope
Rising which is based on a local council estate.”

Thewlis said the same policies that are damaging the lives of poor people in Bradford were driving
the destruction of the planet and killing marginalised people around the world.

“These young people are making those links, and that’s why we have specifically got young, working
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class people of colour to talk on Saturday. We hope that these young people will form their own
environmental group following the event and build a sustainable movement.”

One of the biggest protests is expected in Paris where up to 100,000 people are expected. Events in
other European cities including Copenhagen, Brussels and Lisbon are also expected to attract tens
of thousands of protesters.

The events come ahead of the Global Climate Action Summit that starts in San Fransisco next week
and will see politicians and city leaders from around the world gather to discuss the climate crisis.

Matthew Taylor, Environment correspondent
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• Since you’re here…
… we [The Guardian] have a small favour to ask. More people are reading the Guardian than ever
but advertising revenues across the media are falling fast. And unlike many news organisations, we
haven’t put up a paywall – we want to keep our journalism as open as we can. So you can see why
we need to ask for your help. The Guardian’s independent, investigative journalism takes a lot of
time, money and hard work to produce. But we do it because we believe our perspective matters –
because it might well be your perspective, too.

The Guardian is editorially independent, meaning we set our own agenda. Our journalism is free
from commercial bias and not influenced by billionaire owners, politicians or shareholders. No one
edits our Editor. No one steers our opinion. This is important because it enables us to give a voice to
the voiceless, challenge the powerful and hold them to account. It’s what makes us different to so
many others in the media, at a time when factual, honest reporting is critical.

If everyone who reads our reporting, who likes it, helps to support it, our future would be much
more secure. For as little as €1, you can support the Guardian – and it only takes a minute. Thank
you.
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