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South Korea: #MeToo0 anger as politician Ahn
Hee-jung found not guilty of rape

Sunday 7 October 2018, by AFP (Date first published: 15 August 2018).

Acquittal of Ahn Hee-jung, touted as a future president, is ‘incomprehensible’, says
prosecution.

A former South Korean presidential contender accused of raping his female aide has been found not
guilty, prompting anger from campaigners.

Ahn Hee-jung’s case is by far the highest-profile in the country’s growing -#MeToo movement.
Before the accusations came to light he was widely seen as a strong candidate to replace President
Moon Jae-in when his term ends in 2022. He stepped down immediately after he was accused.

On Tuesday, Ahn was acquitted of forced sexual abuse, sexual intercourse by abuse of authority and
other charges by the Seoul western district court.

“I am sorry and I am so ashamed,” he said on the courthouse steps. “I have disappointed many. I will
make efforts to be born again,” he went on, as women'’s rights activists shouted “It’s not over yet!”
at him. Prosecutors described the verdict as “incomprehensible” and vowed to appeal.

South Korea remains socially patriarchal despite its economic and technological advances, with a
male-dominated legal system often accused of handing out verdicts favouring men in sex abuse
cases.

Ahn was governor of South Chungcheong province when his aide Kim Ji-eun told a television
interview earlier this year that he had raped her four times after she was hired.

Fighting back tears, she said she had been unable to reject her boss in the rigid hierarchy of her
office.

The 53-year-old politician issued a formal apology, stepped down from his post and was later
indicted but always insisted the sex was consensual.

The court said it saw “little evidence” that Ahn used his authority to force Kim into sex, adding the
evidence presented by the prosecution - which had demanded four years’ jail for Ahn - was “not
enough to prove that Kim's sexual freedom was violated against her will”.

“There are also many things that were questionable and incomprehensible in the victim'’s
testimony,” the court ruling said.

In a statement read out by her own lawyers, Kim said she would “not feel defeated by today’s unjust
result”.

“I will fight ... until the day when those using their power to sexually abuse others are held
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accountable under the laws,” she said.

As the verdict was delivered dozens of women’s rights campaigners condemned Ahn outside the
court building, while the politician’s supporters cheered for him.

“Repent, Ahn Hee-jung! What you did was sexual violence!” the activists chanted in unison.

A coalition of dozens of women's rights groups criticised the verdict for defining the abuse of power
at work too narrowly.

“The court failed to recognise the basic reality faced by the victim, in which she had to choose
between resisting Ahn’s order or losing her job and livelihood,” they said in a joint statement.

“The verdict will be interpreted as a signal that female aides working for powerful figures in politics,
economy or other fields should remain silent even when they are sexually abused.”

The -#MeToo campaign against the abuse of women swept the South this year after Seoul
prosecutor Seo Ji-hyeon defied convention to speak out on television about the abuse she suffered at
the hands of a powerful superior.

Her move opened the floodgates, prompting more women to come forward to accuse powerful
figures in politics, arts, religion, education and entertainment of abuse.
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* Since you're here...

.. we [The Guardian] have a small favour to ask. More people are reading the Guardian than ever
but advertising revenues across the media are falling fast. And unlike many news organisations, we
haven’t put up a paywall - we want to keep our journalism as open as we can. So you can see why
we need to ask for your help.

The Guardian is editorially independent, meaning we set our own agenda. Our journalism is free
from commercial bias and not influenced by billionaire owners, politicians or shareholders. No one
edits our Editor. No one steers our opinion. This is important because it enables us to give a voice to
the voiceless, challenge the powerful and hold them to account. It's what makes us different to so
many others in the media, at a time when factual, honest reporting is critical.

If everyone who reads our reporting, who likes it, helps to support it, our future would be much
more secure. For as little as €1, you can support the Guardian - and it only takes a minute. Thank
you.
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