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Wednesday 17 April 2019, by DAVIES Nick, SARKAR Ash (Date first published: 15 April 2019).

It’s been almost a week since Julian Assange had his asylum revoked by the Ecuadorian
government. As a result, he was arrested by the Metropolitan police for his failure to
appear in court in June 2012 regarding allegations made by two Swedish women in which
they accused him of sexual molestation, coercion and rape [see article below].

Assange now faces potential extradition to the United States, where he awaits a federal indictment
for “conspiring to commit computer intrusions” with Chelsea Manning in her acquisition of the Iraq
and Afghan War Logs. The indictment was filed last year; Chelsea Manning has once more been in
prison since March of this year for refusing to testify against Assange in a grand jury hearing. The
Swedish authorities are considering reopening the investigation into rape, the other charges now
having exceeded the statute of limitations.

In the intervening days since the arrest, we’ve seen how ill-equipped social media is for having a
serious discussion about matters relating to Julian Assange. The same lobby journalists who’d call up
Amnesty International if someone called them a dingbat are happily fnarr-fnarring over memes of
the WikiLeaks founder being dragged out of the Ecuadorian embassy by police. Meanwhile, there is
near silence on Chelsea Manning’s continued incarceration.

Opinion has tended to be polarised between two camps: those who think that Assange is an
absurdity and an abuser undeserving of public support against extradition to the US and those who
consider any attempt to charge and prosecute Assange with any offence, in any country, an
extension of his persecution by the American empire.

It’s this latter issue that I think raises the most pressing questions for the left as it considers the
limits of solidarity. I was struck by the number of responses I’d seen on Twitter suggesting that
Assange must be innocent of the Sweden charges (a smear concocted in cahoots with American
security forces), that the case itself has been dismissed as fabrication by the women who brought
the allegations. Whatever your opinion is on the former, the latter is false. Both women, since the
arrest, have reaffirmed their wish for Julian Assange to be held accountable for alleged abusive
behaviour.

Solidarity is an easy word to say but a more difficult one to practise. In the case of Assange, an anti-
imperialist politic is seemingly pitted against a feminist one. There are all too many people on the
left who would have you believe that a defence of WikiLeaks’ role in exposing war crimes and other
grotesque abuses of power means the utter rejection of the idea that Assange has a case to answer
in Sweden. That men who are heroes cannot possibly be creeps. That the extraordinary
circumstances of Assange’s emergence into the public eye require an extraordinary explanation for a
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depressingly commonplace crime. And these narratives serve to reinforce the central pillar of rape
culture: it’s always easier to imagine reasons for a woman to be lying then it is to imagine reasons
for a man to be guilty.

There’s a difference between ‘solidarity with’ and ‘solidarity against’. It is in this second sense that
anyone who considers themselves to be on the side of civil liberties must stand against attempts to
extradite Julian Assange to the US and uphold the US-UK extradition treaty which holds that an
individual may not be extradited for a political offence.

What Assange stands accused of in the federal indictment – encouraging a source to divulge more
information, using encrypted messaging – are essential and legitimate journalistic practices. But it is
in the first sense that anyone who considers themselves as on the side of justice must stand with a
woman who’s been waiting nearly a decade for her day in court. And that means supporting
Assange’s extradition to Sweden, on the condition that onward extradition to the US is blocked by
Swedish and British authorities.

It’s the only way in which some measure of resolution can be delivered – either for Assange to clear
his name or be held criminally responsible. The WikiLeaks revelations were undoubtedly in the
public interest. But the silencing of women’s voices cannot and should not be considered a price
worth paying for the political good.

Ash Sarkar
@ayocaesar
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10 days in Sweden: the full allegations against Julian Assange

Unseen police documents provide the first complete account of the allegations against the
WikiLeaks founder.

Documents seen by the Guardian reveal for the first time the full details of the allegations of rape
and sexual assault that have led to extradition hearings against the WikiLeaks founder, Julian
Assange.

The case against Assange, which has been the subject of intense speculation and dispute in
mainstream media and on the internet, is laid out in police material held in Stockholm to which the
Guardian received unauthorised access.

Assange, who was released on bail on Thursday, denies the Swedish allegations and has not formally
been charged with any offence. The two Swedish women behind the charges have been accused by
his supporters of making malicious complaints or being “honeytraps” in a wider conspiracy to
discredit him.

Assange’s UK lawyer, Mark Stephens, attributed the allegations to “dark forces”, saying: “The
honeytrap has been sprung ... After what we’ve seen so far you can reasonably conclude this is part
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of a greater plan.” The journalist John Pilger dismissed the case as a “political stunt” and in an
interview with ABC news, Assange said Swedish prosecutors were withholding evidence which
suggested he had been “set up.”

However, unredacted statements held by prosecutors in Stockholm, along with interviews with some
of the central characters, shed fresh light on the hotly disputed sequence of events that has become
the centre of a global storm.

Stephens has repeatedly complained that Assange has not been allowed to see the full allegations
against him, but it is understood his Swedish defence team have copies of all the documents seen by
the Guardian. He maintains that other potentially exculpatory evidence has not been made available
to his team and may not have been seen by the Guardian.

The allegations centre on a 10-day period after Assange flew into Stockholm on Wednesday 11
August. One of the women, named in court as Miss A, told police that she had arranged Assange’s
trip to Sweden, and let him stay in her flat because she was due to be away. She returned early, on
Friday 13 August, after which the pair went for a meal and then returned to her flat.

Her account to police, which Assange disputes, stated that he began stroking her leg as they drank
tea, before he pulled off her clothes and snapped a necklace that she was wearing. According to her
statement she “tried to put on some articles of clothing as it was going too quickly and
uncomfortably but Assange ripped them off again”. Miss A told police that she didn’t want to go any
further “but that it was too late to stop Assange as she had gone along with it so far”, and so she
allowed him to undress her.

According to the statement, Miss A then realised he was trying to have unprotected sex with her.
She told police that she had tried a number of times to reach for a condom but Assange had stopped
her by holding her arms and pinning her legs. The statement records Miss A describing how Assange
then released her arms and agreed to use a condom, but she told the police that at some stage
Assange had “done something” with the condom that resulted in it becoming ripped, and ejaculated
without withdrawing.

When he was later interviewed by police in Stockholm, Assange agreed that he had had sex with
Miss A but said he did not tear the condom, and that he was not aware that it had been torn. He told
police that he had continued to sleep in Miss A’s bed for the following week and she had never
mentioned a torn condom.

On the following morning, Saturday 14 August, Assange spoke at a seminar organised by Miss A. A
second woman, Miss W, had contacted Miss A to ask if she could attend. Both women joined
Assange, the co-ordinator of the Swedish WikiLeaks group, whom we will call “Harold”, and a few
others for lunch.

Assange left the lunch with Miss W. She told the police she and Assange had visited the place where
she worked and had then gone to a cinema where they had moved to the back row. He had kissed
her and put his hands inside her clothing, she said.

That evening, Miss A held a party at her flat. One of her friends, “Monica”, later told police that
during the party Miss A had told her about the ripped condom and unprotected sex. Another friend
told police that during the evening Miss A told her she had had “the worst sex ever” with Assange:
“Not only had it been the world’s worst screw, it had also been violent.”

Assange’s supporters point out that, despite her complaints against him, Miss A held a party for him
on that evening and continued to allow him to stay in her flat.



On Sunday 15 August, Monica told police, Miss A told her that she thought Assange had torn the
condom on purpose. According to Monica, Miss A said Assange was still staying in her flat but they
were not having sex because he had “exceeded the limits of what she felt she could accept” and she
did not feel safe.

The following day, Miss W phoned Assange and arranged to meet him late in the evening, according
to her statement. The pair went back to her flat in Enkoping, near Stockholm. Miss W told police
that though they started to have sex, Assange had not wanted to wear a condom, and she had moved
away because she had not wanted unprotected sex. Assange had then lost interest, she said, and
fallen asleep. However, during the night, they had both woken up and had sex at least once when
“he agreed unwillingly to use a condom”.

Early the next morning, Miss W told police, she had gone to buy breakfast before getting back into
bed and falling asleep beside Assange. She had awoken to find him having sex with her, she said, but
when she asked whether he was wearing a condom he said no. “According to her statement, she
said: ’You better not have HIV’ and he answered: ’Of course not,’” but “she couldn’t be bothered to
tell him one more time because she had been going on about the condom all night. She had never
had unprotected sex before.”

The police record of the interview with Assange in Stockhom deals only with the complaint made by
Miss A. However, Assange and his lawyers have repeatedly stressed that he denies any kind of
wrongdoing in relation to Miss W.

In submissions to the Swedish courts, they have argued that Miss W took the initiative in contacting
Assange, that on her own account she willingly engaged in sexual activity in a cinema and
voluntarily took him to her flat where, she agrees, they had consensual sex. They say that she never
indicated to Assange that she did not want to have sex with him. They also say that in a text message
to a friend, she never suggested she had been raped and claimed only to have been “half asleep”.

Police spoke to Miss W’s ex-boyfriend, who told them that in two and a half years they had never had
sex without a condom because it was “unthinkable” for her. Miss W told police she went to a chemist
to buy a morning-after pill and also went to hospital to be tested for STDs. Police statements record
her contacting Assange to ask him to get a test and his refusing on the grounds that he did not have
the time.

On Wednesday 18 August, according to police records, Miss A told Harold and a friend that Assange
would not leave her flat and was sleeping in her bed, although she was not having sex with him and
he spent most of the night sitting with his computer. Harold told police he had asked Assange why
he was refusing to leave the flat and that Assange had said he was very surprised, because Miss A
had not asked him to leave. Miss A says she spent Wednesday night on a mattress and then moved to
a friend’s flat so she did not have to be near him. She told police that Assange had continued to
make sexual advances to her every day after they slept together and on Wednesday 18 August had
approached her, naked from the waist down, and rubbed himself against her.

The following day, Harold told police, Miss A called him and for the first time gave him a full account
of her complaints about Assange. Harold told police he regarded her as “very, very credible” and he
confronted Assange, who said he was completely shocked by the claims and denied all of them. By
Friday 20 August, Miss W had texted Miss A looking for help in finding Assange. The two women met
and compared stories.

Harold has independently told the Guardian Miss A made a series of calls to him asking him to
persuade Assange to take an STD test to reassure Miss W, and that Assange refused. Miss A then



warned if Assange did not take a test, Miss W would go to the police. Assange had rejected this as
blackmail, Harold told police.

Assange told police that Miss A spoke to him directly and complained to him that he had torn their
condom, something that he regarded as false.

Late that Friday afternoon, Harold told police, Assange agreed to take a test, but the clinics had
closed for the weekend. Miss A phoned Harold to say that she and Miss W had been to the police,
who had told them that they couldn’t simply tell Assange to take a test, that their statements must
be passed to the prosecutor. That night, the story leaked to the Swedish newspaper Expressen.

By Saturday morning, 21 August, journalists were asking Assange for a reaction. At 9.15am, he
tweeted: “We were warned to expect ’dirty tricks’. Now we have the first one.” The following day, he
tweeted: “Reminder: US intelligence planned to destroy WikiLeaks as far back as 2008.”

The Swedish tabloid Aftonbladet asked if he had had sex with his two accusers. He said: “Their
identities have been made anonymous so even I have no idea who they are. We have been warned
that the Pentagon, for example, is thinking of deploying dirty tricks to ruin us.”

Assange’s Swedish lawyers have since suggested that Miss W’s text messages – which the Guardian
has not seen – show that she was thinking of contacting Expressen and that one of her friends told
her she should get money for her story. However, police statements by the friend offer a more
innocent explanation: they say these text messages were exchanged several days after the women
had made their complaint. They followed an inquiry from a foreign newspaper and were meant
jokingly, the friend stated to police.

The Guardian understands that the recent Swedish decision to apply for an international arrest
warrant followed a decision by Assange to leave Sweden in late September and not return for a
scheduled meeting when he was due to be interviewed by the prosecutor. Assange’s supporters have
denied this, but Assange himself told friends in London that he was supposed to return to Stockholm
for a police interview during the week beginning 11 October, and that he had decided to stay away.
Prosecution documents seen by the Guardian record that he was due to be interviewed on 14
October.

The co-ordinator of the WikiLeaks group in Stockholm, who is a close colleague of Assange and who
also knows both women, told the Guardian: “This is a normal police investigation. Let the police find
out what actually happened. Of course, the enemies of WikiLeaks may try to use this, but it begins
with the two women and Julian. It is not the CIA sending a woman in a short skirt.”

Assange’s lawyers were asked to respond on his behalf to the allegations in the documents seen by
the Guardian on Wednesday evening. Tonight they said they were still unable obtain a response from
Assange.

Assange’s solicitor, Mark Stephens, said: “The allegations of the complainants are not credible and
were dismissed by the senior Stockholm prosecutor as not worthy of further investigation.” He said
Miss A had sent two Twitter messages that appeared to undermine her account in the police
statement.

Assange’s defence team had so far been provided by prosecutors with only incomplete evidence, he
said. “There are many more text and SMS messages from and to the complainants which have been
shown by the assistant prosecutor to the Swedish defence lawyer, Bjorn Hurtig, which suggest
motivations of malice and money in going to the police and to Espressen and raise the issue of
political motivation behind the presentation of these complaints. He [Hurtig] has been precluded



from making notes or copying them.”We understand that both complainants admit to having
initiated consensual sexual relations with Mr Assange. They do not complain of any physical injury.
The first complainant did not make a complaint for six days (in which she hosted the respondent in
her flat [actually her bed] and spoke in the warmest terms about him to her friends) until she
discovered he had spent the night with the other complainant.

“The second complainant, too, failed to complain for several days until she found out about the first
complainant: she claimed that after several acts of consensual sexual intercourse, she fell half asleep
and thinks that he ejaculated without using a condom – a possibility about which she says they joked
afterwards.”Both complainants say they did not report him to the police for prosecution but only to
require him to have an STD test. However, his Swedish lawyer has been shown evidence of their text
messages which indicate that they were concerned to obtain money by going to a tabloid newspaper
and were motivated by other matters including a desire for revenge."

Nick Davies
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