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 Chen Siming

Chen Siming, a 58-year-old Chinese activist, has followed the protests in Hong Kong from afar,
feeling inspired but also helpless.

From across the border in the southern province of Hunan, Chen does what he can to support the
thousands calling for greater democracy in Hong Kong.
– In late August, he and more than 20 others posted online selfies of themselves covering their right
eye, a gesture of solidarity for a young Hong Kong woman who says she was badly injured during a
clash between police and protesters.
– Last week, Chen was summoned “for a chat” with the police – the sixth time he has been
questioned by police, who also interrogated more than 20 others who posted the self portraits.
The police threatened Chen with imprisonment and suggested his son could be badly affected. The
police call him every day to check his whereabouts.

“They play hard and soft at the same time. Sometimes they say good things and sometimes they
threaten you. They try all kinds of ways,” he said.
But Chen has not been dissuaded. He regularly “jumps” China’s great firewall to access foreign
news sites and posts links in a Wechat group of more than 200 people. Every few days censors shut
down the group, but he and his friends keep reopening it. The group is now on its 20th iteration.
“I feel deeply ashamed that we can’t do anything. Morally speaking, if you don’t condemn a crime,
you are complicit in it,” he added.

Chen is one of dozens of Chinese intellectuals, activists, and regular people in the mainland who
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support the protests in Hong Kong but have had their voices muffled by Chinese authorities. On the
mainland officials have been quick to censor Hong Kong-related news that has not been sanctioned
and detain the few activists who have travelled to to the special administrative region.

In the lead up to China’s 1 October National Day, when the country celebrates 70 years of the
founding of the People’s Republic of China, authorities are more sensitive than usual. Chen and
other Chinese activists have been ordered not to travel to Hong Kong until after 10 October.

 Chinese Human Rights Defenders

Chinese Human Rights Defenders, a rights advocacy group, has documented more than 20 cases of
mainland Chinese being threatened or detained for posting messages of support, traveling to Hong
Kong, or just retweeting news stories about the protests.
“The government’s battle for Hong Kong is also being fought in mainland cities,” wrote Frances
Eve, deputy director of research. “The Chinese government is working overtime to threaten and
detain mainlanders from sharing and commenting on the protests in Hong Kong for fear of what it
may spark back home”.

 Chen Quishi

Chen Quishi, a Beijing-based lawyer who traveled to Hong Kong in mid-August, saw his Weibo
account shut down a few days after he published three videos of anti-government protests that were
then reposted by others on Youtube. He was called back to Beijing and on Tuesday said he had to
report to “leaders” what he was doing in Hong Kong and how his videos were reposted.
“I can understand. It is almost the national anniversary, so it is quite sensitive,” Chen Qiushi said.

 Wei Xiaobing

Wei Xiaobing, an activist in Zhejiang province, was held for 15 days in June after he shared a
Facebook post and a tweet that said: “keep it up Hong Kong!”

CHINA’S PROPAGANDA MACHINE HAS BEEN IN OVERDRIVE OVER THE LAST TWO MONTHS, DEPICTING THE
PROTESTERS AS RIOTERS SEEKING TO OVERTHROW THE GOVERNMENT, BUT ACTIVISTS SAY MANY PEOPLE SEE
THROUGH IT.

 Lu

“Actually a lot of young people on the mainland support Hong Kong but because of the suppression,
the constant monitoring, they dare not speak out loudly,” said Lu, a 25-year old resident of
Shenzhen, just across the border from Hong Kong, who began going to the protests in June out of
curiosity.
Lu said he was shocked by scope and size of the protests and on 7 July, when demonstrators
marched to a Kowloon rail station linking China and Hong Kong, he decided to join.

After nervously crossing the border into Hong Kong that morning with a pair of clothes to change
into, a pen and paper, he locked himself in a bathroom at a KFC.
Trembling, he wrote the words on a sign that he held up that day: “I’m from mainland China, I am
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thankful to Hong Kong people! Don’t give up, fight for freedom!’

A little more than a month later after Lu attended several more protests, he was detained for 10
days in Shenzhen. He has now fled to Thailand and is debating what to do next.
“I really feel guilty and shameful. The price of this struggle should have been borne by us. Now
Hong Kong people are bleeding for us and even losing their lives,” he wrote in an essay on Medium.
“It is our indifference, indulgence and indifference that has lead to more and more arrogance of this
dictatorship until it endangers everyone,” Lu added.

 Chen

The police have also ordered Chen to delete his account or his posts on Twitter, where he is also
active, but he refused.
Chen believes more regular Chinese citizens would support the protests if they had the right
information. “Many people don’t know what is going on at all,” he said.
“Like our compatriots in Hong Kong, we can’t go back. We must stand out. To support the people of
Hong Kong is to support ourselves,” he said.

P.S.

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/sep/11/we-cant-do-anything-china-accused-of-muffling-voic
es-of-hong-kong-supporters?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
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