
Europe Solidaire Sans Frontières > English > Asia > China: Hong Kong SAR > Hong Kong : About
anti-mask law

Hong Kong : About anti-mask law
Friday 4 October 2019, by CHEUNG Tony, CHUNG Kimmy, LEUNG Kanis , TING Victor (Date first published: 3 October
2019).

  Contents  

Traffic at standstill as (...)
Hong Kong ’not in a state of
Hong Kong government to (...)

 Traffic at standstill as thousands again take to streets in Hong Kong to protest
against anti-mask law
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City’s leader Carrie Lam expected to announce ban on people wearing masks at public assemblies
Press conference to take place at 3pm and new law could come into force at midnight.

Thousands of Hongkongers have taken to the streets in Central, Causeway Bay and Tai Koo in
the second lunchtime protest in three days against the city’s government.
At about 1pm on Friday 4, protesters in Central started to march from Chater Garden, occupying
and stopping traffic on the westbound lanes of Des Voeux Road Central, and four eastbound lanes of
Connaught Road Central near the IFC Mall.

Their protest came a day after sources revealed the city’s embattled leader, Carrie Lam Cheng Yuet-
ngor, is expected to announce a ban on people wearing masks at public assemblies, as it struggles to
control the increasingly violent anti-government protests that have gripped the city for months.
The announcement is expected to be made at a press conference at 3pm, when Lam, together with
senior o!cials, department secretaries and bureau directors, will meet the media at the Central
Government Offices.

“Fight for freedom, stand with Hong Kong,” protesters, including many office workers, chanted in
Central.
In Causeway Bay, about 100 protesters, many wearing masks, gathered at Times Square to chant
slogans in a flash mob protest against the anti-mask law. They also marched to the Sogo department
store.
In Kwun Tong, hundreds gathered at the APM shopping centre to protest, and in Tai Koo, hundreds
took to the streets blocking the westbound lane of King’s Road.
“Oppose the anti-mask law! No rioters, just tyranny!” they chanted.
Kim Lai, 27, who wore a mask, was among those in Causeway Bay who chanted slogans and sang
Glory to Hong Kong [2] .
“It is unfair as the police can be masked and have their identities covered. We have no ways to
complain them,” she said.

https://www.europe-solidaire.org/spip.php?auteur7153
https://www.europe-solidaire.org/spip.php?auteur18933
https://www.europe-solidaire.org/spip.php?auteur18843
https://www.europe-solidaire.org/spip.php?auteur19105
https://www.europe-solidaire.org/spip.php?page=spipdf&spipdf=spipdf_article&id_article=50648&nom_fichier=ESSF_article-50648#outil_sommaire_0
https://www.europe-solidaire.org/spip.php?page=spipdf&spipdf=spipdf_article&id_article=50648&nom_fichier=ESSF_article-50648#outil_sommaire_1
https://www.europe-solidaire.org/spip.php?page=spipdf&spipdf=spipdf_article&id_article=50648&nom_fichier=ESSF_article-50648#outil_sommaire_2
https://www.europe-solidaire.org/spip.php?page=spipdf&spipdf=spipdf_article&id_article=50648&nom_fichier=ESSF_article-50648#outil_sommaire
https://scmp.com/news/hong-


“Even with the law, I will still take to the streets wearing a mask. If I don’t take a stand now, I am
afraid there are no chances for us to demonstrate in the future.”

In Central, a crowd of mostly office workers chanted “no crime masking our faces, no reason
enacting the law”, and “disband Hong Kong police force now”.
They occupied roads and stopped traffic, and Tim Wong Kwok-wai, a 25- year-old marketing officer,
said the ban would inflame passions and provoke greater unrest in the city.
“Just as Carrie Lam has held the first dialogue session with the public, she is now bringing forward
the anti-mask law, shattering any trust and foundation for further talks,” he said.

Banker Joe Wu, 30, said he was more worried about what the law would lead to.
“Peaceful protesters will still come out, just not wearing masks, if masks are banned,” he said. “And
the police are already arresting everybody else on the streets, who may be just shouting at them, so
it doesn’t make much difference.
“But I am deeply concerned about the next step. What evil law will the government introduce after
opening the floodgate of emergency powers? They can do anything.”
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 Hong Kong ’not in a state of emergency’, says city leader Carrie Lam as she
introduces anti-mask law
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Colonial-era legislation will take effect from midnight on Friday to quell nearly four months of civil
unrest
Lam earlier convened an Exco meeting with her ministers and advisers

Hong Kong’s embattled government has announced plans to ban people from wearing masks at
public assemblies, as it struggles to control the increasingly violent civil unrest gripping the city.
Chief Executive Carrie Lam Cheng Yuet-ngor’s administration, under mounting pressure from its
political allies to put a stop to nearly four months of anti-government protests, imposed the ban on
Friday through legislation by invoking a tough, colonial-era emergency law that has not been
used in more than half a century.

Sources have said the new law could entail a jail term of up to one year or a fine of HK$25,000
[2 900 euros], and would apply to lawful assemblies as well.

Lam’s ministers and advisers were seen arriving at the government’s headquarters in Admiralty on
Friday morning, as the chief executive convened a special meeting of her de facto cabinet, the
Executive Council. She is expected to hold a press conference this afternoon to announce the ban,
and explain the decision.
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 Hong Kong government to announce new law banning masks during public
assemblies in bid to end months of protest violence
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Hong Kong’s embattled government is set to announce plans on Friday to ban people from wearing
masks at public assemblies, as it struggles to get a grip on protest violence spiralling out of control,
sources have told the Post.
Chief Executive Carrie Lam Cheng Yuet-ngor’s administration, under mounting pressure from its
political allies to put a stop to nearly four months of anti-government protest violence, is expected to
impose the ban through legislation by invoking a tough, colonial-era emergency law that has not
been used in more than half a century.

Lam would hold a special meeting of her de facto cabinet, the Executive Council, on Friday 4
morning before announcing the ban, according to sources on Thursday 4.
Prior approval by city’s legislature is not required, and it will only be able to amend or strike down
the law after implementation.

Legal experts were quick to warn that invoking the emergency law would destroy due process and
pave the way for more draconian regulations.
While opposition lawmakers warned that the mask ban would further polarise society, pro-
establishment politicians welcomed it, suggesting it would show the city leader’s determination to
curb chronic violence.

The Emergency Regulations Ordinance, introduced in 1922, grants the city’s leader the
authority to “make any regulations whatsoever which he [or she] may consider desirable in the
public interest” in case of “emergency or public danger”.
The last time the ordinance was invoked was back in 1967, when Hong Kong was racked by
citywide leftist riots.
If approved, the new law would take effect within a short time, one source said, as it had become a
matter of urgency after radical activists marred China’s National Day celebrations on October 1 with
a violent rampage across Hong Kong, which led to the first case of police shooting and wounding a
protester using live ammunition.
“We cannot wait for the Legislative Council, which will only meet on October 16 at the earliest,” the
source said.
Another source said the new law would clearly spell out the circumstances under which people
would be banned from wearing masks at protests.
“The law will not impose a blanket ban on wearing masks and there will be exemptions, such as
wearing surgical masks for medical reasons,” the source said.

Pro-Beijing lawmaker Elizabeth Quat, from the Democratic Alliance for the Betterment and
Progress of Hong Kong (DAB), announced on Thursday the founding of a concern group to push for
the anti- mask law, even as news of the impending ban was leaked to the media.
“As a lawmaker, I always believe legislation should be the last resort,” Quat said. “But at this critical
moment, I believe an anti- mask law is one of the feasible ways to curb violence. There is no painless
solution for now.”
The DAB suggested the government follow the model used by Canada, where the wearing of masks
during riots or unlawful assemblies carries a maximum prison sentence of 10 years.
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– But a third source told the Post that Hong Kong’s anti-mask law, which was likely to be gazetted on
Saturday, would entail a jail term of up to one year, or a fine of HK$25,000 [2 900 euros]. It would
apply to lawful assemblies as well.
Quat admitted that enforcing the new law would be easier said than done, but she likened it to the
prohibition of drugs, saying, “That doesn’t mean no one will take drugs ... but it will strengthen the
deterrent e!ect and assist law enforcement in terms of burden of proof.”

– Earlier, Hong Kong’s largest police group, the Junior Police Officers’ Association (JPOA), urged the
government to adopt tougher measures by invoking the Emergency Regulations Ordinance, or
impose a curfew under the existing Public Order Ordinance, to empower the thinly stretched force to
better tackle the escalating social unrest.
JPOA chairman Lam Chi-wai said he supported the anti-mask law as it would give officers legal
justification for handling masked protesters, although it could be challenging.
“It would be very irresponsible not to introduce the law just because police might experience
diffculties while on duty,” he said.

– One of Lam’s advisers in the Executive Council, former Bar Association chairman Ronny Tong Ka-
wah, said while he still had reservations about invoking emergency powers, the anti-mask law could
demonstrate the government’s determination to curb violence.
“If we do nothing, some would think the government is incapable and has no will to solve the crisis,”
he said.
Tong revealed there had been calls for the government to invoke emergency powers to allow police
to detain those arrested for up to 96 hours, from the current 48 hours – working in tandem with the
anti-mask law, which was likely to see large numbers being detained.

– Tian Feilong, a law professor at Beihang University in Beijing, agreed that the use of the
emergency law would signify an escalation official efforts to end the protests.

– But legal sector lawmaker Dennis Kwok, of the opposition Civic Party, said: “Using the
emergency law to make an anti-mask regulation will be the first step of turning Hong Kong
into an authoritarian society ... It will allow the executive branch to erode the people’s
freedoms without the legislature’s monitoring.”

– Democratic Party chairman Wu Chi-wai agreed it would set a bad precedent. “The government is
just sweeping its problems under the carpet,” he said.

– Jimmy Sham Tsz-kit, convenor of the Civil Human Rights Front, which has organised the biggest
mass rallies since they were first triggered in June by the government’s now-withdrawn extradition
law, warned that the mask ban would not stop people from taking to the streets.
“Repression will only make people more flexible and unpredictable when they protest,” he said.

At least 15 countries in North America or Europe have imposed legislation banning people
from wearing masks, including the United States, Canada, Germany and France.


