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Nationwide protests in Iran against a 50% fuel price hike over the last few days has seen widespread
suppression by the Islamic regime of Iran’s security forces leaving at least 200 dead, hundreds
injured and over a thousand arrested. The use of overwhelming force by security forces has been
coupled with an Internet black out to prevent news of the uprising and its suppression from reaching
the outside world. The protestors are targeting Islamic rule and the clerical dictatorship, including
by attacking religious institutions and seminaries, banks, police stations and representations of the
clerical leadership.

The protests in Iran follow mass and ongoing protests in Iraq and Lebanon over the past month. In
Iraq, more than 300 people have been killed and at least 15,000 wounded. In Lebanon, the
protesters have gained victories despite attempts to violent suppression, the last of which was
cancelling the parliamentary session for the second time in a row, after protesters blocked all roads
leading to parliament.

In all three countries, protestors are demanding jobs, improved services, an end to corruption,
sectarianism and the interventions of the Islamic regime of Iran in the region. In Iraq many shouted:
“Neither Sunnism nor Shiaism, but Secularism”. In Iran, slogans included “We don’t want an Islamic
regime” and in Lebanon, demonstrators demanded that those in power be deposed by saying “All of
them means all of them, Nasrallah is one of them” referring to the Islamist leader. The protests are
deeply secular, with young people and women taking the lead.

We call on the public to show unequivocal support and solidarity with the protests and defend
universal rights, freedoms and demands for secularism. We also call on the public to mobilise
condemnation of government forces, including Islamic militia, that are suppressing popular and
legitimate uprisings for a better tomorrow.
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