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Statement on Human Rights Violations in
Bolivia — An open letter signed by over 850
public figures
Sunday 24 November 2019, by Collective / Multiple signers (Date first published: 24 November 2019).

“Repressive violence is sweeping Bolivia. The Áñez regime must be held to account.” “We
call upon the international community to immediately and publicly condemn these acts of
violence”

Evo Morales – President of Bolivia from the MAS party (Movimiento al Socialismo, Movement
Towards Socialism) – was forced to resign on November 10, in what many observers view as a coup.
In the wake of Morales’ resignation, there has been mounting chaos and violence. What is happening
in Bolivia is highly undemocratic and we are witnessing some of the worst human rights violations at
the hands of the military and the police since the transition to civilian government in the early
1980s. We condemn the violence in the strongest terms, and call on the US and other foreign
governments to immediately cease to recognize and provide any support to this regime. We urge the
media to do more to document the mounting human rights abuses being committed by the Bolivian
state.

On November 10, Morales’ vice president and the heads of both chambers of Congress also resigned
in the face of threats of violence against top MAS officials unless they left office. The pressure
campaign included the burning of MAS officials’ houses and kidnapping of relatives. This paved the
way for the ascension to the presidency of Jeanine Áñez (a conservative Roman Catholic opposition
leader from northeastern Bolivia, widely accused of holding racist views) on Tuesday November 12.

The circumstances surrounding the rapid-fire resignations makes Áñez’s assumption of power highly
questionable. There are serious doubts about the constitutional legitimacy of her succession.
Without the forced resignations by MAS officials, Áñez would not have had even a minimally
plausible constitutional path to the presidency, as she was serving as Vice-President of the Senate, a
position that is not in the line of presidential succession within the constitution. Additionally, Áñez,
whose party received only 4% of the vote in the most recent October 20 election, declared herself
President in a Senate session lacking quorum, with MAS senators who make up the legislature’s
majority boycotting partly due to fears for their physical safety.

Áñez represents the radical-right sector of the Bolivian opposition, which has taken advantage of the
power vacuum created by Morales’ ouster to consolidate control over the state. Áñez appears to
have full support of Bolivia’s military and police. Over the course of the last week the military and
police have engaged in significant and increasing repression against protests, which have been
largely, though not entirely, peaceful. By the night of November 13, La Paz and Cochabamba city
center streets were empty of anyone but the police, military, and self-appointed neighborhood
militias. There has been ongoing looting, burning of buildings, and violence on the streets and
protesters have been met with much repression. In a highly disturbing move, Áñez issued an
executive order on November 15 exempting the military from criminal responsibilities related to the
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use of force. Áñez has said Morales will face prosecution if he returns to Bolivia. And she has also
floated the idea of banning the MAS party – which is undoubtedly still Bolivia’s largest and most
popular political force – from participation in future elections.

Equally disturbing has been a resurgence of public anti-Indigenous racism over the course of the last
week. Shortly after Áñez was declared President, she thrust a massive Bible into the air and
proclaimed “The Bible has returned to the palace!” Three days earlier on the day of Morales’ ouster,
Luis Fernando Camacho, a far-right Santa Cruz businessman and ally of Áñez, went to the
presidential palace and knelt before a Bible placed on top of the Bolivian flag. A pastor
accompanying him announced to the press, “The Pachamama will never return to the palace.”
Opposition activists burned the wiphala flag (an important symbol of Indigenous identity) on various
occasions. These are extremist views that threaten to reverse decades of gains in ethnic and cultural
inclusion in Bolivia.

Despite increasing violence and repression, diverse social forces have been demonstrating around
the country to condemn the government of Áñez. It is important to note that they include not only
MAS supporters but also a broad swath of popular sectors that repudiate the rightwing seizure of
the state. Thousands of largely unarmed protesters, mostly coca-leaf growers, gathered peacefully in
Sacaba, a town in the department of Cochabamba, on the morning of November 15. After
unsuccessful negotiations to march to the town square, protesters tried to cross a bridge into the
city of Cochabamba, heavily guarded by police and military troops. Soldiers and police fired tear gas
canisters and live bullets into the crowd. During the two-hour confrontation, nine protesters were
shot dead, and at least 122 were wounded. Most of the dead and injured in Sacaba suffered bullet
wounds. Guadalberto Lara, the director of the town’s Mexico Hospital, told the Associated Press it is
the worst violence he has seen in his 30-year career. Families of the victims held a candlelight vigil
late Friday in Sacaba. A tearful woman put her hand on a casket and asked, “Is this what you call
democracy? Killing us as if we counted for nothing?”

We denounce the repressive state violence unfolding in Bolivia. We also voice our concern that the
international media have not been able to effectively cover the human rights violations in Bolivia as
they too have been met by the violence of the military. On November 15, an Al Jazeera journalist
covering protests in La Paz was gassed by the police in the streets and could no longer hold her
microphone or camera. Although she later backed down, Áñez’s new minister of communications
told the press that the government will not tolerate “seditious” media. This environment, in which
freedom of the press is not only not guaranteed, but threatened by the government, has resulted in
an alarming lack of coverage of the gross human rights violations being committed by the armed
forces against civilian unarmed protesters.

We are outraged by the Áñez regime’s violations of Bolivians’ political, civil, and human rights, and
by the deplorable use of deadly violence that has led to a mounting death toll of protesters and
countless serious injuries. We call upon the international community to immediately and publicly
condemn these acts of violence. We ask international human rights bodies and organizations to
impartially investigate and document the acts of violence committed by government agents. We
demand that the international community ensure that this de facto regime, which is at best highly
dubious and viewed by many as lacking any legitimacy, protect the lives of peaceful protesters,
respect the rights of all to freedom of assembly and speech, and strictly abide by international norms
on the use of force in situations of civilian violence. We demand that the US and other foreign
governments cease all support to this regime and withhold international recognition until free and
fair elections – including all political parties – are held, repressive violence ceases, and the
fundamental human rights of all Bolivians are respected.
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Elana Anne Mayer, Public School Spanish Teacher
Frieda McAlear, Kapor Center
Carlota McAllister, York University
Anna McCarthy, Professor of Cinema Studies, NYU
Michael McCarthy, Marquette University
Kristen McCleary, James Madison University
Brian McDougall, Indigenous and Canadian Studies, Carleton U
John-Andrew McNeish, Norwegian University of Life Sciences
Angus McNelly, Queen Mary University of London
Benjamin Melançon, Agaric Technology Collective
Marie Mendoza, Northwestern University
Paul Mepschen, University College Utrecht
Lien Merre, NGO
Brent Metz, University of Kansas
Guilherme Meyer, New York University
John Michael Archer, New York University
Yuko Miki, Fordham University
Nara Milanich, Barnard College, Columbia University
Guy C. Miller, United Transportation Union (Retired)
Larry M Miller, University of Massachusetts Dartmouth retired
Todd Miller, Independent Journalist
Daniel Millstone, Democratic Socialists of America
Lauren Minsky, NYU
Manoj Misra, Western Ct State University
Santiago Molina, University of California, Berkeley
Carlos Molina-Vital, CLACS, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign
Sylvia Molloy, NYU
Elizabeth Monasterios, University of Pittsburgh
Marie-Eve Monette, Independent Scholar
Paul Monsky, Brandeis University
Maywa Montenegro, University of California, Davis
Brian Montes, John Jay College, CUNY
Betty Montgomery
Patricia Montoya Rivero, Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México
Ellen Moodie, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
María - Anne Moore, University of Liverpool
Mary Moore, TurtleHillSangha
Mariana Mora, CIESAS, Mexico City
Scott Morgenstern, University of Pittsburgh
Stephen D. Morris, Middle Tennessee State University
Carrington Morris, DSA International Committee
Leith Mullings, Anthropology, Graduate Center CUNY
Gerardo J. Munarriz, University of British Columbia
Susan Murauskas, MAS supporter
Neshana Murray, SUNY Albany
Fred Myers, New York Unilversity
Premilla Nadasen, Professor of history, Barnard College
Nora Nagels, Université du Québec à Montréal
Koya Nakata, Television News Producer
Thomas Narins, University at Albany
Gabriel Ndayishimiye, University Western Ontario



Diane M. Nelson, Duke University
Marcel Nelson, Sheridan College
Immanuel Ness, CUNY
Joseph Nevins, Vassar College
Benjamin Nolan, University of Massachusetts, Amherst
Mary Nolan, NYU
Liisa L. North, CERLAC, York University
Liisa North, York University
Rory O’Bryen, University of Cambridge
Israel Leon O’farrill, Benemérita Universidad Autónoma de Puebla
Elin o’Hara slavick, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
Suzanne Oboler, John Jay College -CUNY
Amy C. Offner, University of Pennsylvania
Leonidas Oikonomakis, University of Crete
Fernando Ojob, The Roots that Nourish the Roots of the Tree of Life
Helena M. Olea-Rodriguez, University of Illinois at Chicago
Alexia Olson
Dorian Ortega
Paul Ortiz, University of Florida
Al Osorio, Colectiva de la Bahia
Gerardo Otero, Simon Fraser University
Stephanie Owen, University of Minnesota
Kate Paarlberg-Kvam, Bennington College
Nicole Pacino, University of Alabama in Huntsville
Andrea Pagni, FAU Erlangen-Nürnberg, Germany
Michael Palm, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
Mary Pardo, Chicana/o Studies, California State University, Northridge
Anthony Paré, University of British Columbia
Christian Parenti, John Jay College, CUNY
John Passant, Retired academic
Laura Peberdy, University of Toronto
Ann Pellegrini, New York University
Miriam Pensack, New York University
Natalia Perez, Simon Fraser University
Roberto Pérez, Urban Pilón
Ivette Perfecto, University of Michigan
Jim Petersen
Maxine Phillips, Dissent Magazine (Former Executive Director)
Pablo Piccato, Columbia University
José A. Piqueras, Universitat Jaume I (Spain)
Mathieu Poirier, York University
Jennifer Ponce de León, University of Pennsylvania
Cayetana Adrianzen Ponce, New York University
Margaret MacDonald Power, Illinois Institute of Technology
Brian Prager, City University of New York
Jeremy Prestholdt, University of California, San Diego
Andrea Prichard, Universidad Mayor de San Simón alumna
Michael Principe, Middle Tennessee State University
Alexander Provan, University of Minnesota
Scott Prudham, University of Toronto
Logan Puck, Salem State University



Estelí Puente Beccar, Ohio State University
Javier Puente, Smith College
Maria Isabel Puerta Riera, Valencia College
María José Punte, Universidad Católica Argentina, Universidad de Buenos Aires
Jesse Pycha-Holst, Solidarity Realty
Eleonora Quijada Cervoni, The Australian National University
Linda Quiquivix, Geographer and Community Scholar
José R. Alvarez-Colón, Doctoral student at Northwestern University
Magalí Rabasa, Lewis and Clark College
Andrés Rabinovich, University of Kansas
Paul Ramírez, Northwestern University
Viviana Ramírez, Independent scholar, Chile
Salvador Rangel, University of California, Santa Barbara
Peter Ranis, Graduate Center, CUNY
Kate Raphael, San Francisco Women In Black Against War and Racism
Mattias Borg Rasmussen, University of Copenhagen, Denmark
Ciska Raventós, Universidad de Costa Rica
Tathagatan Ravindran, Universidad Icesi
Margaret Reeves, Pesticide Action Network
Stephen Regan, University of Edinburgh
Suzanna Reiss, University of Hawaii
Carter Renee Fisk
Gerardo Renique, City University of New York
Fabio Resmini, University of British Columbia
L. Alejandra Reyes R.C., University of California, Irvine
Héctor Reyes, Harold Washington College, retired
Thalya Reyes, University of Minnesota
Ariadna Reyes Sanchez, University of Pennsylvania
Juan Ricardo Aparicio, Universidad de los Andes
Todd M. Rice, Author and Consultant
Jessica Rich, Marquette University
Patricia Richards, University of Georgia
Elva Rivera Gómez, Benemérita Universidad Autónoma de Puebla, México
Gladys Rivera, Universidad Autónoma del Estado de México
Takeo Rivera, Harvard University
William Clare Roberts, McGill University
Kenneth Roberts, Cornell University
Nathan J. Robinson, Harvard University / Current Affairs
Stuart Rockefeller, Columbia University
Judith Rodenbeck, University of California, Riverside
Niccolo Roditti, Witness For Peace Southeast
Rossana Rodriguez Sanchez, Chicago City Council
Juan L Rodriguez, Queens College, CUNY
Victor M Rodriguez, California State University Emeritus Professor
Carmen Rodriguez, Author, Independent Scholar
Marisela Rodriguez
Robinson Rodríguez-Pérez, University of Puerto Rico at Mayaguez
Jacqueline Romanow, University of Winnipeg
Nancy Romer, Brooklyn College CUNY
Sergio Romero, University of Texas, Austin
Manuel Rosaldo, The Pennsylvania State University



Gilberto Rosas, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Karin Alejandra Rosemblatt, University of Maryland
Richard Rosen, AIA, Rochester Committee on Latin America
Brian Ross Ashley, International Workers’ Committee against War and Exploitation for a Workers’
International
Andrew Ross, New York University
Peter Rosset, ECOSUR México
Michele L Rossi, Democratic Socialists of America North Star Caucus
Wendy Russell, Centre for Global Studies Huron University
Holly Eva Ryan, Queen Mary University of London
Michael A. Ryan, University of New Mexico
Andrew Ryder, Texas Christian University
Manuel Salamanca Cardona, McGill University
Jazmine Salas, Chicago Alliance Against Racist and Political Repression / Chicago Boricua
Resistance
Sean Salazar
Prof. Josefina Saldaña-Portillo, New York University
Isaac Gabriel Salgado, University of Pennsylvania
Randall Salm, College of Southern Maryland
Cecilia Salvi, Graduate Center, CUNY
Joseph S Sammut, Queen Mary University of London
Melanie Samson, University of the Witwatersrand
Ana Sanchez-Munoz, California State University, Northridge
James E. Sanders, Utah State University
Sugenny Santiago, John Jay College - CUNY
Dean Saranillio, New York University
Michael Sarto
Lucas Savino, Huron University College and Chair of the Ethnicity, Race, and Indigenous Peoples
Section of the Latin American Studies Association (LASA)
Catherine Sawyer, University of Toronto
Walter Sawyer
Vern Schafer
Freya Schiwy, University of California, RIverside
Marian E. Schlotterbeck, University of California, Davis
Adriana Schneider Alcure, Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro (Brasil)
Tatiana Schreiber, Keene State College
Jason Schulman, New Politics magazine
Joel Scobie Puchtler, Puget Sound Community School, Seattle Wa USA
Jason Scott, University of Colorado
T.M. Scruggs, Professor Emeritus, University of Iowa
Sarita See, University of California, Riverside
Linda J. Seligmann, George Mason University
Ximena A. Sepúlveda, Universidad de Chile- Universidad de O’Higgins
María Elena Serrano Flores, CIIEMAD-IPN
Sergio Serulnikov, Universidad de San Andrés-CONICET, Argentina
Liz Shesko, Oakland University
Setsu Shigematsu, Universal of California, Riverside
Snehal Shingavi, Associate Professor, English, University of Texas, Austin
Igor Shoikhedbrod, University of Toronto
Kristina Shull, Harvard University
Sam Shuman, University of Michigan



María Teresa Sierra, CIESAS, Mexico City
Victor Silverman, Pomona College
Victoria Simmons, Mount Royal University
Christo Sims, University of California, San Diego
Gisela Sin, University of Illinois
Ajay Singh Chaudhary, Brooklyn Institute for Social Research
Eliana Sisman, YULA Girls High School Student
Brecht De Smet, Ghent University
Jay M. Smith, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
Andrew Smith, University of Texas Rio Grande Valley
Ashley Smith, Democratic Socialists of America
Jessie Smith, Langara College, Vancouver Canada
Tobias Smith, University of California, Davis
John Soluri, Carnegie Mellon University
Judy Somberg, Attorney
Andrea Sosa, CONICET - Universidad Nacional de San Martín
Aurea Maria Sotomayor, University of Pittsburgh
Shannon Speed, University of California, Los Angeles
Jeb Sprague, University of California, Riverside
Kent Spriggs, international human rights lawyer
Richard Stahler-Sholk, Eastern Michigan University
Sharon Stanley, University of Memphis
William Stark, University of Rhode Island
Gerdien Steenbeek, Utrecht University, Netherlands
Derek Stein, Brown University
Beth Stephens, Rutgers Law School
Marcia Stephenson, Purdue University
Matteo Stiglich, Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú
Jessica Stokes, Michigan State University
John Stolle-McAllister, University of Maryland, Baltimore County
Victoria Stone-Cadena, The Graduate Center, CUNY
Steve Striffler, University of Massachusetts, Boston
Anthony Stropoli, Uft
Christopher Strunk, Augustana College
Daniel F. Suslak, Indiana University
Maria Svart, Democratic Socialists of America
Megan Svoboda, National Political Committee, Democratic Socialists of America
Karl Swinehart, University of Louisville
Kasia Szremski, University of Illinois
Estelle Tarica, University of California, Berkeley
María Luisa Tarrés Barraza, El Colegio de México
Júlia Teixeira Hirschle, Universidade Federal da Bahia
Deborah A. Thomas, Anthropology, University of Pennsylvania
Ariana Thompson-Lastad, University of California, San Francisco
Tawny Tidwell, DSA National Political Committee
Chris Tilly, University of California, Los Angeles
Cos Tollerson, NYU
Ellen Toomey
Andreina Torres, The Graduate Center, CUNY
Brandy Torres, Palomar College
William Torres, Musician



Abril Trigo, The Ohio State University
Jennifer Tucker, University of New Mexico
Adam Turl, University of Nevada, Las Vegas
Madeleine Turner, North Hawaii Action Network
Hannah Twomey
Zuzana Uhde, The Czech Academy of Sciences
Jim Uleman, New York University
Carmen Valdivia, University of California, Davis
Floor van der Hout, Doctoral candidate, Northumbria University
Anique van der Vlugt, SAFSC, South Africa
Luis van Isschot, University of Toronto
Alex van Schaick, Labor Lawyer
Claret Vargas, Independent researcher & Center for Justice and Accountability
Saiba Varma, University of California, San Diego
Andre Vasquez, Alderman, 40th Ward Chicago
Werner Vásquez von Schoettler, FLACSO, Ecuador
Maria Lúcia Vaz Masson, Universidade Federal da Bahia
Maria Teresa Vazquez Castillo, Universidad Autonoma de Ciudad Juarez
Cristina Venegas, University of California, Santa Barbara
Ericka Verba, Director, Latin American Studies Program, California State University Los Angeles
Camila Vergara, Columbia Law School
Leandro Vergara-Camus, SOAS, University of London
Junyoung Verónica Kim, University of Pittsburgh
Nantina Vgontzas, New York University
Maria Victoria Murillo, Columbia University
Luiz Enrique Vieira de Souza, Federal University of Bahia
Ameeth Vijay, University of California, San Diego
Gisselle Vila Benites, University of Melbourne (Australia)
Berenice Villagomez, University of Toronto
Matthew Vitz, University of California, San Diego
Pablo Vivanco, Journalist
Steven Volk, Oberlin College
Matthias vom Hau, Barcelona Institute of International Studies (IBEI)
Magda von der Heydt Coca, Assistance Research Scholar, Sociology, JHU
William W Goldsmith, Cornell University emeritus
Gail Wadsworth, Rural Justice
Cecilia Wahren, Universidad de San Andres
Charles Walker, University of California, Davis
Chris Walker, Saint Mary’s University
Gavin Walker, Associate Professor, McGill University
Anna Walnycki, International Institute for Environment and Development
John Walsh, WOLA
Benjamin P. Warner, University of New Mexico
Jonathan Warren, Professor, Jackson School of International Studies, University of Washington
Sarah Warren, Lewis and Clark College
Martabel Wasserman, Stanford
Matthew C. Watson, Mount Holyoke College
Vivian Wauters, University of Minnesota
Laura Weiss, Former NACLA editor
Russell Weiss-Irwin, Boston Public Schools/ Boston Teachers Union
Clifford A Welch, Universidade Federal de São Paulo



Marion Werner, SUNY-Buffalo
Julie Wetterslev, European University Institute
Jackson Whitcup, University of Kansas
Robert Wilcox, Northern Kentucky University
Matt Wilde, University of Leicester
Eva Willems, Ghent University
Matthew S. Williams, Loyola University Chicago
Brian Williams, Dartmouth College
Tamar Diana Wilson, Independent Researcher
Michael Wilson-Becerril, University of California, Santa Cruz
August Wimberger, Fairhaven College
Mareike Winchell, University of Chicago
Maryann Wolfe, Retired
john womack jr, History, Harvard University
Tony Wood, New York University
Brad Wright, Middle Tennessee State University
Simona Yagenova, FLASCO Guatemala
Yanna Yannakakis, Emory University
Emily Yates-Doerr, University of Amsterdam
Caroline Yezer, Independent Scholar, Anthropologist
Rachel Youens, The New School
Kevin A. Young, University of Massachusetts, Amherst
Emma Young, New York University
Coletta Youngers, Washington Office on Latin America (WOLA)
Paula C. Zagalsky, CONICET, Argentina
Yasemin Zahra, US Labor Against the War
Sylvia Zamora, Loyola Marymount University
Patricio Zamorano, Council on Hemispheric Affairs, COHA
Emma Zapata Martelo, Colegio de Postgraduados, Montecillo, México
Francisco Zapata, El Colegio de México
Ulises Juan Zevallos-Aguilar, Ohio State University
John Zibell Jr., University of Salford, UK
Ann Zulawski, Smith College
Dan Zulawski, Ceramicist
Judith, Miembro ALAS

P.S.

• https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vKwFn_ujFW04AbfgC_kr94-2giTM1mdzq_RT8h5uCEw/edit

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vKwFn_ujFW04AbfgC_kr94-2giTM1mdzq_RT8h5uCEw/edit

