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Call for International Actions against GATS - WTO & the Privatization of Basic Services

Services Out of WTO, WTO out of Services!
No to GATS! No New Deal in Hong Kong!

Friday 14 October 2005, by Movements (international) (Date first published: 14 October 2005).

Signatures updated, end of October, 2005.

In the run up to the December 2005 Ministerial Conference of the World
Trade Organization (WTO) in Hong Kong, trade negotiators are under intense
pressure by their respective governments to achieve a ,successful%o outcome
in the negotiations for the Doha Development Round, which includes
expansion of the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS). As WTO
leaders have tried to ensure by stealthily hatching the July Framework in
2004, services liberalization agreements should be accelerated and

national polices must be made with greater flexibility, such that more
markets are pried open to global trade not just in manufactured goods but

in services as well.

In truth, there is more than just the acceleration of services

liberalization in GATS. Contrary to how it is packaged, GATS is not the

trade agreement that it is but one-sided investment tool that gives global
corporations increasingly unhampered access to markets and human services,
and grants them as much if not even greater rights than citizens to

exploit such access. The WTO and the European Commission have said as
much, respectively flaunting GATS as the first multilateral agreement on
investments and principally as an instrument of business.

Practically all sectors, from water delivery and transportation to health
and education are considered services under GATS. Any barrier to global
capital in these sectors, including national safeguards against inhuman
working conditions or environmental degradation will be steadily
demolished. In fact, the very sovereign rights of nations to protect the
interests of citizens and uphold their welfare, above all, have no place
under the GATS framework.

Other agents of global corporate domination — the World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund — have long imposed policy conditionalities
of liberalization, deregulation and privatization upon South countries,

with disastrous and fatal outcomes for entire populations and economies of
the developing world. Governments have been pressured to deregulate and
privatize public services, like water, power and health, depriving

millions of the basic requirements for a decent life. Poor farmers,

workers, women and children severely suffer the adverse impacts of
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surrendering control of public services to private corporations.

GATS-WTO further limits developing countries, chances of development and
survival. Water resources and services, recognized as crucial to
development, are particularly in danger of commodification and
privatization. European water giants have already been making large
investments in many countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America. The
interests of firms like Suez, Vivendi and Thames Water are clearly behind
the European Union,s push for the inclusion of water services in the
coverage of GATS.

Experiences across South countries show that the basic rights of people,
especially the poor and the marginalized, are being progressively eroded
by governments surrendering such critical services sectors as health,
water, power, housing and education to private big business. Many
countries in the South have suffered outbreaks of cholera and other
gastro-intestinal diseases because safe water and basic health care are
increasingly being made accessible only to those with the capacity to pay.

GATS proponents deceitfully argue that governments can choose to keep
certain sectors closed and that privatization of basic social services is

not a GATS requirement. But GATS has very clear bias for private business
and non-transparent WTO mechanisms favor developed nations, and processes
allow them to apply intense pressure on developing countries.

It is most urgent to raise our voices and create a strong wave of

international opposition against GATS and the WTO. From now to December,
let us mobilize in our own countries and manifest our protests in various

ways.

We call on social movements, people,s organizations and non-government
organizations to hold regionally coordinated actions on October 19 to
protest against GATS and privatization, at the start of the WTO General
Council meeting in Geneva.

At the forthcoming 6™ Ministerial Conference in Hong Kong, let us raise

our voices, collectively pool our strengths to mobilize against GATS, and
mark December 14 as the International Day of Protest Against GATS and
privatization!

Signed:

(Please sign on and circulate widely. Send signatures and information
about your planned actions to apmdd jubileesouth.org &
secretariat jubileesouth.org)
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* Also adopted by the participants of the Conference on WTO, Development and Migration, July 2005



