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France : After the NPA congress - Two
statements

mardi 13 décembre 2022, par NPA / NPA I’Anticapitaliste (Date de rédaction antérieure : 11 décembre 2022).

The congress of the Nouveau Parti Anticapitaliste (New Anticapitalist Party) took place on
9-10-11 December. It resulted in a separation of the party. The first statement published
was adopted by the platform winning 48.5% of the votes. The second by the platform
obtaining 45.5% of the votes.
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_Majority statement (48.5% of the votes) : We continue the NPA, for a
revolutionary and unitary party of the exploited and oppressed

The pandemic and its consequences sound like warnings. Capitalism, the race for profits, is leading
humanity to catastrophe. Wars, ecological crises dangerously endanger life on earth, economic
crisis, shortages... Here, Macron intends to pursue the neoliberal offensive against our rights, in
particular by attacking our pensions in the coming weeks. There is an urgent need to break with this
system that is running out of steam.

The great imperialist powers are redeploying, competition is intensifying, the far right is
threatening. War policies and the arms race are growing stronger. Everywhere, we are on the side of
the peoples and their right to self-determination, as in Ukraine, in solidarity against Putin’s
aggression.

In the absence of an eco-socialist alternative, based on the self-organization of those below, the
capitalist infernal machine will continue to spin out of control. As internationalists and anti-
colonialists, our hopes are nourished by the feminist and anti-dictatorship mobilizations in Iran, the
wage strikes in England, the demonstrations for democracy in China, the struggles against racism in
the United States, the struggles against chlordecone in the Caribbean.. We act in solidarity with all
these mobilizations. While the struggles are real, they are finding it difficult to win. The most
massive and radical ones, notably those of the Arab Spring, have managed to get rid of authoritarian
and corrupt regimes. But none of them has led to an emancipatory alternative. The reactionary
counter-offensive has been accompanied by mass killings and the return of dictatorial regimes.

To maintain their domination, the capitalists are ready for anything. They are strengthening their
racist, Islamophobic and authoritarian offensives. Extreme right-wing governments impose
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discriminatory, climatic and reactionary policies. The fascist threat is back in force. It requires
vigilance, specific struggles and unitary frameworks to fight it.

Macron is attacking the most precarious among us with the unemployment insurance reform, with
the Darmanin law against migrants. The pension reform claims to push back the retirement age to
65. More than a new « reform », this offensive in favour of the capitalists carries with it the project
of a society of over-exploitation : working more and more, for longer and longer... and for ever lower
incomes. It is a real provocation against all those who, through their manual or intellectual work,
keep society going, especially women.

Macron sets the bar very high. For him, it’s make or break : reform or dissolution. He leaves us no
choice but to blockade the country. We have to get Macron out. This implies the unity of workers
and youth, of their organizations, from the bottom to the top. Above all, it requires a movement from
below, in the workplaces and schools, in the communes and neighbourhoods, which organises and
decides on the struggle.

Refusal of lay-offs, wage increases, reduction of working hours... we must break with the capitalist
exploitation that puts profits before our lives. In the companies and in all workplaces, we act to build
tools of collective resistance - trade unions, collectives, etc. The struggles against exploitation,
against all oppressions and for the preservation of the planet are linked. Environmental, feminist,
LGBTI and anti-racist struggles have their own dynamics and organizational forms. Their self-
organization builds the emancipation of all. Their convergence opens the way to a confrontation with
this system and the powers that defend it.

An internationalist, anti-capitalist, feminist and ecosocialist organization

In 2009 we launched the NPA in the hope of bringing together in a single party all those who were
committed to an anti-capitalist perspective, breaking with the left that manages the system. This
project is more relevant than ever. Today, we are renewing the thread of the construction of a useful
party for the exploited and the oppressed. In the last sequence, the Mélenchon and then NUPES vote
was the tool used by an important part of the working classes to defend themselves against Macron
and the far right. But on a militant level, tens of thousands of anti-capitalists are orphaned from a
political organization that acts practically in the class struggle, outside electoral campaigns. An
organization convinced that exploitation, oppression and the destruction of ecosystems cannot be
ended without overthrowing capitalism, without a revolutionary transformation of society, an
organization in dialogue and confrontation without sectarianism with other currents in the social
movement.

Groups that disagree with these perspectives have developed within the NPA. In some cities and
sectors, in our structures, the NPA has become a front of organizations, in competition with each
other. We refuse this situation, which turns our party into a battlefield. Faced with their refusal to
change the way we function together, we decide to continue the NPA by separating from these
groups.

In the coming weeks, the NPA will be present in all the mobilizations : against the pension reform,
for health and public hospitals, in defence of migrant workers from the next solidarity marches, to
build the feminist strike of 8 March, against the projects of mega-pools, the revival of nuclear power
and the burial of waste in Bure...

On a local and national scale, we are launching a militant campaign to address all those who have
the common desire to build an anti-capitalist, revolutionary and unitary organization.

The first will be a public meeting in Paris on Tuesday 17 January at the Bellevilloise, with our



spokespeople Olivier Besancenot, Christine Poupin, Philippe Poutou and Pauline Salingue.
11 December 2022

Majority platform
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_Minority statement (45.5% of the votes) : Urgency and relevance of the
revolution, we continue the NPA

The NPA congress brought together 210 delegates in Saint-Denis this weekend, representing the
party’s 2,013 members. Platform A received 91 votes, 6.21% ; platform B 711 votes, 48.50%, and
platform C 664 votes, 45.29% (a 47 vote difference). It was held a few months after the NPA as a
whole carried out the party’s presidential campaign, a campaign that contributed to a new influx of
activists to the NPA, of more than 500 militants, youth, students and workers who joined the ranks
of the party in one year.

Despite these advances, a part of the outgoing NPA leadership chose to abandon the congress before
any vote, including decisive votes on perspectives, to pursue, on its own, a policy in the direction of
NUPES and its main component LFI, initiated in the 2021 regional elections in New Aquitaine and
Occitania and confirmed on the occasion of the 2022 legislative elections. It is a policy of minority
separation, which only received 100 votes in closed session, while the party had sent 210 delegates
to this congress. The few divisionists in the outgoing leadership chose to try to blow up the party by
challenging the democratic vote of the militants who, in their elective assemblies, had
overwhelmingly voted an explicit motion in favor of “continuing the NPA,” or voted overwhelmingly
in favor of platforms that rejected the split, including our platform C. This platform is by far the
majority in the youth sector of the NPA, in numerous professional branches (transport, post,
automotive industry...) and in important departmental federations (Paris, Marseille, Lyon, Bordeaux
, Rouen...).

This decision is irresponsible, especially now that the national and international situation demands
that revolutionaries close ranks and raise prospects for the revolutionary emancipation of workers
and the youth worldwide. It demands that we regroup not divide. But the NPA will continue, despite
the departure of its main spokespersons. We, the delegates of the “Relevance and urgency of the
revolution” platform, which obtained almost half of the party’s votes, assume this responsibility
before the whole of the NPA, its committees, its federations and its sections, regardless of the votes
of the congress. Starting Monday, we will bring together all the bodies of the NPA.

We call on all the militants of our party, behind the majority which has demonstrated itself against
the split, to continue building the NPA with us. And beyond this, with us, for internationalist
responsibility, to fight against the fragmentation of the extreme left and the revolutionary movement
on a world scale. The NPA has always conceived of itself as a pole for the regrouping of
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revolutionaries, towards a revolutionary party of workers.

Here in France, labor is facing an all-out offensive from employers and the government. Workers,
including the most precarious, the unemployed, retired and disabled, are greatly affected. With
inflation exceeding 6% per year, wages are cut a little more each day, and new sacrifices are
announced to the working classes : for many, there is talk of going hungry and cold, without
electricity or heating, this winter. For the beginning of 2023, an increase in the rates of public
transport, highway tolls, post office, etc. is announced. And the government launches its attack on
pensions for the elderly, among other things by raising the legal retirement age.

This autumn has already been marked by a large number of mobilizations and strikes for wage
increases, scattered and isolated but determined. The national strike day of October 18, in support
of the refinery strikers but also in anger against Macron and his government, which wanted to
intimidate them, showed that an explosion of anger is possible. It is urgent to prepare the
mobilizations and their generalization, the only way to change the relationship of forces and push
back these attacks by the bosses and the government : for an increase in salaries and pensions of
400 euros net per month for all, no income below 2,000 euros and a systematic alignment of wage
increases with price increases, for full retirement with a maximum of 37 and a half years of
contribution from the age of 60. It is a matter of imposing a division of labor among all - everyone
working and working less - without any salary reduction, with, on the contrary, salaries that follow
the cost of living. Added to the demand to uproot these vital demands is the indignation over the
growing deterioration of health, education and transportation conditions, as well as the ecological
damage that rots the daily lives of the working classes and youth. These demands for a different life,
not sacrificed to profit, will be achieved through the class struggle, with a global response from
labor and not from the institutions. Labor will not be able to win either in Parliament or in the halls
of social dialogue. There will be no capitalism with a human face, as the FI defends, nor a citizen
revolution through the ballot box. We reaffirm the need and the possibility of building a
revolutionary party, because pushing back the bosses and ultimately seizing power from them will
not be done through elections. In the immediate future, the NPA will give priority to the construction
of mobilizations, with all, and there are many around us, who are politically organized in unions or
associations, and with others who are less organized, who want to move in this direction. We will
demonstrate as a column of the NPA in the March of Solidarity on December 18, which we call to
join en masse.

Faced with the rise of the nauseating currents and ideas of the extreme right, nationalists and
racists, assumed to a large extent by the right and the government itself, in the face of the war and
chaos towards which capitalist society is leading us, we have a particular responsibility towards our
social class, the responsibility of helping them to trust in their own strength to fight on their own
ground and abandon institutional illusions. While labor shows its power to block the entire society
when it goes on strike. A force of stoppage, but also a force for the reorganization of the whole of
society, if the proletarians in struggle go further and organize themselves to lay the foundations of
their own power.

The international situation also demands our responsibilities. In several countries, including
England, strikes and waves of strikes break out. More generally, we are witnessing an
unprecedented wave of large-scale social protests. In 2019, less than ten years after the 2011 Arab
revolutions, we have seen a resurgence of mass protests around the world and now in Iran and
China. They join the massive struggles of women for the right to abortion and against gender and
sexual violence, the struggles for the rights of the LGBTI collective, the struggles of the youth and
the not so young for the climate and against racism.

At a time when the real dangers of the militarization and authoritarian hardening of the regimes



against the popular classes are looming, but in which reactions and affirmation capacities for our
class are emerging in almost the entire world, it is time to give life in practice to a revolutionary
pole, to regroup those forces, now a minority but nonetheless very real, that militate for the
revolutionary defeat of the system. A capitalist system that accumulates evidence of its inability to
meet the needs of humanity, while today, among the eight billion people, a majority remains on the
brink of survival.

We address all workers, young and old, revolted by the system of capitalist exploitation and its
procession of misery, wars and oppression : join us for its overthrow and let us all together highlight
the relevance and urgency of the revolution !
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* Translation Fourth International :
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