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Kakhovka Dam breach in Ukraine caused
economic, agricultural and ecological
devastation that will last for years

Sunday 9 July 2023, by DANKEVYCH Vitalii, WENGLE Susanne (Date first published: 7 July 2023).

Breaching the Kakhovka Dam and reservoir had all the hallmarks of a scorched-earth
strategy. Two expert observers of the Russia-Ukraine war explain this event’s destructive
long-term effects.
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» Susanne Wengle, University of Notre Dame et Vitalii Dankevych, Polissia National University

Susanne Wengle. I am associate professor of Political Science at the University of Notre Dame,
with a Ph.D. from the from University of California Berkeley. I am also concurrent faculty at
the Keough School for Global Affairs. Before joining Notre Dame’s faculty, I was a post-doc at
the University of Chicago. My research examines Russia’s post-Soviet political and economic
transformation and engages with questions how we study market creation in this context and
beyond. My new book, “Black Earth, White Bread; A Technopolitical history of Russian
Agriculture and Food” (University of Wisconsin Press) came out in February of 2022.

Dr. Dankevych is the dean of the Faculty of Law, Public Administration and National Security
in Polissia National University (Ukraine), he is also a professor at the Department of
International Economic Relations and European Integration. He worked as a consultant of the
project “Capacity Development for Evidence-Based Land and Agricultural Policy Making”,
World Bank (2017, 2018) and in the project “Supporting Transparent Land Governance in
Ukraine”, World Bank, EU (2018, 2019). He is a member of Global Learning in Agriculture
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community (USA). In his scientific works, prof. Dankevych investigates the issue of food
security and the impact of the Russian war against Ukraine on global food security.
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