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Palestine and Lebanon are living the same
nightmare. We will rise out of it together

Sunday 29 September 2024, by MHAWISH Mohammed R. (Date first published: 29 September 2024).

The people of Lebanon know that our struggles are intertwined; that the bombs killing
their children are the same ones killing ours in Gaza.

Palestinians wave Lebanese flags during a demonstration against Israel’s assassination of Hassan
Nasrallah, Ramallah, occupied West Bank, September 28, 2024. (Flash90)

As I write this, Israeli airstrikes in Lebanon have killed more than 700 people over the past week,
including longtime Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah. The bombs continue to rain down
relentlessly, flattening entire neighborhoods and displacing more than 1 million people from their
homes.

[ am not in Lebanon, but I can picture the scene vividly. The air is thick with dust, and the deafening
roar of explosions is only drowned out by the never-ending wail of sirens. The streets are full of
people running for their lives, but there’s nowhere safe to go. Ambulances, overwhelmed and unable
to reach the wounded, are helpless as the shelling tears neighborhoods apart. Civil Defense teams
scramble to rescue survivors, but the sheer intensity of the bombardment renders their efforts futile.

I can picture this because the scenes unfolding today in Lebanon are heartbreakingly familiar to me
as a Palestinian journalist from Gaza. They echo what my hometown has lived through for
generations, including the last year of Israeli genocide. [ know the terror that grips those streets. I
know what it’s like to wake up to the sound of bombs, to scramble for safety with nowhere to go, to
hold your child close and wonder if you'll live to see tomorrow.

But amid the devastation, something extraordinary has attracted my attention. Even as they flee for
their lives and bury their dead, people in Lebanon are still expressing unwavering solidarity with
Palestine. They speak of Gaza, amplifying the voices of those enduring the same terror across the
border, and declaring that their bond is stronger than the fear that is gripping them under Israeli
bombardment.

Despite the bombs, the pain of displacement, and the pervasive threat of death, they remain
unshaken in their calls to end the war in Gaza. This is a solidarity beyond words — a unity forged in
blood and shared suffering.

Smoke rises after an Israeli airstrike in southern Lebanon, as seen from the Israeli side of the
border, September 23, 2024. (David Cohen/Flash90)

A Lebanese friend of mine, who had just escaped with her two children after a missile obliterated
their home, told me: “We are with you. We will always be with you. No matter what they do to us,
our hearts are in Gaza.” Her voice cracked with exhaustion and grief, but there was also a defiant,
unwavering strength.


https://www.europe-solidaire.org/spip.php?auteur27320
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/liveblog/2024/9/27/israel-attacks-lebanon-israeli-bombings-kill-more-than-700-in-lebanon?update=3205662
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israeli-airstrikes-rock-beirut-hezbollah-command-centre-hit-2024-09-28/
https://www.972mag.com/gaza-flee-south-khan-younis/
https://www.972mag.com/gaza-civil-defense-rescue-workers-rubble/
https://www.972mag.com/gaza-suffering-palestinian-journalists/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/3/26/un-expert-accuses-israel-of-several-acts-of-genocide-in-gaza
https://www.972mag.com/gaza-city-family-war/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cly3g1dplppo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cly3g1dplppo

For the people of Lebanon, Gaza is not a distant cause; it is a mirror of their own suffering. They
understand too well the feeling of being abandoned by the world, the endless waiting for help that
never comes. They know the pain of watching their children grow up under the shadow of war, of
raising a family in the ruins of what once was. And even now, with bombs exploding around them,
they stand with us, just as they always have.

In the chaos, I received more messages from friends there. They spoke of terror and helplessness, of
watching their homes collapse and their neighbors disappear under the rubble. “There’s nowhere
left to run,” one wrote to me, his words heavy with despair. “But we will not be silent. We are with
Gaza as much as we are with our own country. We are with you.”

I heard from another friend, a father of three, who spoke to me through broken breaths, his voice
shaking as he described the panic. “We’ve been running all morning. We tried to get to a shelter, but
it was already full. Now we’re hiding in the basement of a destroyed building, but I don’t know how
long we can stay here. The bombs are too close.” His children, he told me, were crying, asking if
they would die today.

It’s an unbearable scene, one no parent should ever witness. And yet, their voices have only grown
louder in their support for my people. On social media and in the streets, they are shouting for
Palestine, for Gaza. They know, just as we do, that our struggles are intertwined, that the bombs
killing their children are the same ones killing ours.

Palestinians wave Lebanese and Yemeni flags during a demonstration against Israel’s assassination
of Hassan Nasrallah, Ramallah, occupied West Bank, September 28, 2024. (Flash90)

What Lebanon is experiencing is more than just another day of aggression; it is a continuation of the
story we’ve been living for decades as Palestinians and Lebanese. It’s a shared narrative of
displacement, of families torn apart, of the endless fight for survival.

The Lebanese people are speaking to the world in the same language we’ve long spoken — one of
loss, resistance, and the unbreakable will for freedom. They have repeatedly waved our flags
alongside theirs, and chanted our names in their protests. And today, as their own world falls apart,
they are still waving those flags. Still chanting our names.

Like we Gazans, the people of southern Lebanon — and all of Lebanon — are closer to the grave
than they are to freedom. And yet, even in their darkest hour, they have not turned their backs on
us. The faces I see today are not so different from the ones I saw in Gaza throughout the past year:
mothers clutching their children, fathers trying to shield their families from the unspeakable,
children caught between confusion and terror.

We are living the same nightmare, just in different cities. But what gives me hope — what always
gives me hope — is the way our people rise, even in the face of such devastation. We rise not just for
ourselves, but for each other. And that is what I see today in Lebanon: people who, despite the
destruction, the bombs, and the unimaginable pain, still refuse to turn their back to Palestine, and
are still raising their voices for Gaza.

And that is why we cannot afford to be silent. The people of Lebanon need us, just as we have always
needed them. They need our voices, our solidarity, and our strength. Because in this fight for
survival, we are not just two nations enduring separate wars. We are one people, united by the same
pain, the same hope, and the same determination to live.

Mohammed R. Mhawish
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A version of this article was first published on the author’s Substack. Read it here.

* Mohammed R. Mhawish is a Palestinian journalist and writer based in Gaza. He is a contributor to
the book ‘A Land With A People — Palestinians and Jews Confront Zionism’ (Monthly Review Press
Publication, 2021).

* Our team has been devastated by the horrific events of this latest war - the atrocities committed
by Hamas in Israel and the massive retaliatory Israeli attacks on Gaza. Our hearts are with all the
people and communities facing violence.

We are in an extraordinarily dangerous era in Israel-Palestine. The bloodshed unleashed by these
events has reached extreme levels of brutality and threatens to engulf the entire region. Hamas’
murderous assault in southern Israel has devastated and shocked the country to its core. Israel’s
retaliatory bombing of Gaza is wreaking destruction on the already besieged strip and killing a
ballooning number of civilians. Emboldened settlers in the West Bank, backed by the army, are
seizing the opportunity to escalate their attacks on Palestinians.

This escalation has a very clear context, one that +972 has spent the past 13 years covering: Israeli
society’s growing racism and militarism, the entrenched occupation, and an increasingly normalized
siege on Gaza.

We are well positioned to cover this perilous moment - but we need your help to do it. This terrible
period will challenge the humanity of all of those working for a better future in this land.
Palestinians and Israelis are already organizing and strategizing to put up the fight of their lives.

Can we count on your support? +972 Magazine is the leading media voice of this movement, a
desperately needed platform where Palestinian and Israeli journalists and activists can report on and
analyze what is happening, guided by humanism, equality, and justice. Join us.
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